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PREFACE. 



The law of God, as revealed in the ten com- 
mandments, is assailed both by antinomians, 
and by antisabbatarians. The former imagine, 
that christian liberty can only be established 
by dispensing with the obligation of the law 
of God. The latter perceive, that the perpe- 
tual obligation of the sabbath cannot be denied, 
while the law of Moses is held to be binding. 
The decalogue is the common victim of both. 

The following pages are designed to uphold 
the doctrine, first, that the moral law of God 
is still a law to christians, secondly, that the 
ten commandments are a summary of that law, 
and thirdly, that a just exposition of its nature 
and of its requisitions is salutary to all men, to 
unbelievers, that they may be convinced of 
sin, and to true believers, that they may know 
the path of duty. 

There are thus two classes of persons, to 
whom the directions of the law may be use- 
fully addressed, those, who, not having yet felt 
the malignity of sin, or seen the spiritual extent 
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IV PREFACE, 

of the law of holiness, need to be convinced 
of both, and those, who, being christians in^ 
deed, and having learned not only the help- 
lessness of nature, but the grace of the saviour, 
have been led to understand more fully the 
nature of holiness, and to desire a still more 
intimate acquaintance with its details. For the 
former purpose indeed a very general survey 
of it is sufficient. But for the latter it de- 
serves to be examined in all its particulars, and 
studied in its minutest proportions. 

Nevertheless, as I have already intimated, 
there are some, who teach a different doc- 
trine, denying the necessity of any moral law 
to christians, and maintaining, that the spirit 
of sanctification, imparted under the gospel, 
has superseded it by making those actions 
natural to us, which are conformable to the 
will of God, without the aid of any other rule 
than that, which is written in the conscience. 

To licentious and immoral antinomianism I 
offer no reply. That demon is for the present 
(I trust) cast out of the church. But even 
this more plausible method of getting rid of the 
law, as it were, from an opposite quarter, 
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needs to be carefully guarded against : for in 
the argument, by which it is supported, one 
essential ingredient of sanctification is over- 
looked. We are not truly sanctified, till we are 
brought to love the law of God, simply because 
it is his law, independently of any other consi- 
deration, and to acknowledge the reasonable- 
ness of obeying it on this single ground, that he 
is our creator, and we his creatures. Hence it 
follows, that without a distinct revelation of his 
will in regard to us, our sanctification must be 
incomplete, because, however it might prompt 
us to do the thing that is right, it could not 
lead us to do it upon a principle of simple and 
dutiful obedience. If it be urged, that the 
superior motives of the christian dispensation, 
those of gratitude and love for inconceivable 
mercies revealed, render a written law unneces- 
sary for our guidance by giving us at once an 
impulse in the right direction, this argument 
is still open to the same reply, that with- 
out a law, sanctification is imperfect. Motives 
themselves imply an object, to the attainment 
of which they are directed ; and what that 
object should be in regard to the motive of love 
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VI PREFACE. 

to the redeemer, he has himself explained to 
us, where he says — ' He, that hath my com- 
' mandments, and keepeth them, he it is, that 
4 loveth me/ 

Accordingly the most judicious divines have 
ever taught, that christian liberty does not con-> 
sist in emancipation from the restraints of law, 
but in the removal of that reluctance to the 
observance of it, which is the fatal inheritance 
of our nature. When a believer is convinced, 
that his sin is pardoned, and his person ac- 
cepted, he can then look with delight to the 
law of God : for though it reminds him of his 
own deviations, and thus keeps him humble, he 
is yet emboldened to renew his attempt at ful- 
filling it, to supply his deficiencies, and to 

correct his failures, because he depends on that 
divine grace, which is ever at hand, to strengthen 
and prosper the efforts of a humble and penitent 
believer. 

. Even by those, however, who allow a divine 
law to be necessary for the guidance of be- 
lievers, it is sometimes denied, that the ten 
commandments are a part of it : and for this 
denial two reasons are assigned, first, that the 
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moral' law is antecedent to Moses, ahd secondly, 
that the decalogue cannot be identified with 
it, inasmuch as it includes at least one regu- 
lation, which is not of a moral, but of a positive 
nature, namely the appointment of a weekly 
sabbath* 

In reply to the first of these objections 
it is sufficient to observe, that the law of Moses 
is not to be viewed, as an original promulga- 
tion, but as an authoritative republication of the 
law of God to man, recapitulating for his warn- 
ing the most decisive particulars, in which it is 
liable to be broken. To the second it may 
be answered, that a particular statute is not 
necessarily excluded 1 from the moral law, be- 
cause it contains in it a provision of a positive 
nature- The seventh commandment, which is 
universally classed among moral enactments, is 
positive to as great an extent as the fourth is, 
it being exclusively the will of the creator, 
which either prohibits polygamy, or claims a 
seventh part of our time for spiritual exercises 
and heavenly aspirations. 

These objections then being removed, the 
spiritual interpretation of the ten command- 
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ments, which our saviour has taught us in his 
sermon on the mount, and which he has thought 
proper to introduce with this solemn caution — 
' Whosoever shall break one of these least com- 
' mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
' be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven' 
— ,is sufficient to vindicate them, as a law to 
christians, and to prove them coextensive with 
the whole range of moral duty. The Lord's 
prayer indeed may be said to embody them all 
in the form of a petition, being a summary of 
christian devotion, as the decalogue is of chris- 
tian duty. 

Hence I infer, that a careful study of them 
cannot but be salutary to all, who love the 
law of Christ : for though the justification of a 
sinner does not rest upon his compliance with 
its requisitions, nevertheless to the justified 
believer it opens his most appropriate theme 
of study, according to that divine sentiment 
of the psalmist — 'Lord, what love have I 
' unto thy law ! All the day long is my 
' study in it/ 

If indeed the law of God in all its fulness 
and variety were more habitually and syste- 



PREFACE. IX 

matically studied by christians, I am persuaded, 
that it would tend under God to preserve them 
from many of those extravagancies, which 
unhappily abound. If the question — ' Lord, 
' what wilt thou have me to do ? ' — were more 
frequently asked, and the answer to it sought 
in private not from the promptings of an ill-dis- 
ciplined zeal, but from the directions of that 
law, which is throughout holy and just and good, 
it would be felt, that miraculous gifts are not 
needed, and that the power of speaking in other 
tongues is unnecessary, to make us acquainted 
with the mind of the Lord. These things 
were useful in the infancy of the church, when 
its evidences were not complete, or its full shape 
developed. But, when its stature was grown 
up, and its strength established, they seem to 
have been discontinued, as being no longer 
wanted in its maturer state, when the minds of 
its members may be familiarized to the truth 
from their earlier years, and trained at once to 
look at the end of their calling, which is the holy 
law of God. The true spirit of Christianity is 
a teachable and orderly spirit ; and the disposi- 
tion, wanted in its professors, is that filial spirit 
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of dependence, which will incline them to in- 
quire diligently into the will of their reconciled 
father, that they may do it. In short, when 
a man has once learned to trust in Christ, and 
to seek the guidance of his blessed spirit, he 
will thenceforward find in himself a growing 
conformity to that law, and a desire to improve 
in the knowledge and in the practice of it more 
and more. 

In this view it is hoped, that the following 
pages may afford to some humble-minded chris- 
tians materials for useful reflection and serious 
self-examination : and for their use they are 
now commended to the blessing of the omni- 
present and omniscient spirit of holiness. 

Since the sermons on the decalogue were 
sent to the press, I have been induced to ad<J 
to them one, which was delivered on the late 
solemn day of national humiliation. I am afraid 
it is too apt a sequel to them. At all events 
it must be allowed to be a legitimate effect of 
studying the law of God to discover to us our 
deviations from that standard, and to humble 
us under a sense of our transgressions. 



SERMON I. 



Exodus xx. 1,2, 3. 

God spake all these words, saying — ' lam the Lord, 
€ thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
1 land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
1 Thoushalt have no other gods before me. y 

ALTHOUGH the law of God is always spoken 
of with the profoundest reverence in scripture, 
there are not wanting persons, who maintain, 
that, as christians, we have no concern with it. 
They quote the sentence of saint Paul — ' Ye 
• are not under the law, but under grace ' — , 
and infer, that, if we now look to the law 
of God for guidance, we fall away from a 
better direction. 

Others think, that there is a divine law, still 
binding upon christians, but that the law of 
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2 On the law of God. 

Moses is abrogated; and that consequently our 
standard of appeal is no longer to be found in 
the decalogue, but in the words of Christ, or 
in some other unrepealed authority. 

It is necessary to advert to both these opi- 
nions, if we would uphold the obligation of the 
ten commandments : and may almighty God so 
enlighten us in our inquiry, that we may be 
enabled to use his law lawfully to our own 
benefit, and to his glory ! 

First, if there be any, who maintain, that we 
are not, as christians, subject to the law of 
God, it seems to me, that by that judgment 
christians are identified and confounded with 
unbelievers : for it is the peculiar and charac- 
teristic distinction of the carnal mind, as drawn 
by saint Paul himself, that it is not subject to 
the law of God. Then by claiming for chris- 
tians an exemption from the obligation of the 
law of God they place them in a state of pri- 
vilege above Christ, who considered, that it 
became him to fulfil all righteousness, who 
states, that he came into the world, not to do 
his own will, but the will of him, that sent 
him, and who is accordingly represented, as 
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saying — ' Thy law is within my^ heart.' They 
place christians in a state of privilege above that 
of angels, of whom it is written, that they fulfil 
his commandment, and hearken unto the voice 
of his word. Nay. They place them in a state 
of privilege above that of created beings, whe- 
ther animate or inanimate : for of all alike it 
is declared, that he hath given them a law, which 
shall not be broken. It is indeed impossible to 
imagine the time, or state of things, or part of 
the universe, in which the law of God shall 
not have place. The real privilege of a chris- 
tian consists, not in being exempted from the 
law of God, but in being conformed to it, in 
having that law written now not in tables of 
stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart, in spi- 
ritually discerning its excellence, in perceiving, 
how holy and just and good it is, and seeking 
above all things to comply with its pure enact- 
ments. 

A true christian has indeed another privi- 
lege, connected with the law of God, and that 
too a privilege of exemption ; for although he 
has broken it again and again, he is for ever 
exempted from its condemnation. * There is 
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4 On the law of God. 

1 now no condemnation ' (says Saint Paul) ' to 
' them, which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
' after the flesh, but after the spirit.' They are 
screened from condemnation by the righteous- 
ness of Christ, apprehended by a lively faith* 
But, though his righteousness protects them 
from condemnation, it is so far from diminish- 
ing their obligations, that it increases them ; and 
the spirit of God is given to them, to enable 
them through his strength and guidance and 
spiritual discipline gradually to come up to the 
measure of their obligations. 

For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments. Those, who love him most, 
will keep them best. Hence although obedience 
to the law of God cannot save us, because it is 
at best a defective and imperfect obedience, it 
is yet an indispensable evidence of our being 
in a state of salvation ; for conformity to his 
holy law is the end of our being, and faith is 
only the means to attain it. Consequently, 
when faith itself shall cease to be exercised, 
obedience will still remain due, and that entire 
conformity to the will of God, which his law re- 
quires, will be maintained through all eternity* 
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Though however it should be generally ad- 
mitted, that christians are subject to the law 
of God, (and I am happy to believe, that the 
number of those, who think otherwise, is ex- 
tremely small), still secondly there are persons, 
who hold, that this law is now no longer to be 
read in the books of Moses, but in the words 
of Christ and his apostles. 

Nevertheless even this opinion it would ap- 
pear to me hardly possible to maintain in all 
the length and breadth of it, if we remember, 
in how many instances saint Paul and the other 
apostles refer to the words of Moses, as an 
authority with christians. Thus saint Paul 
quotes the whole second table of the decalogue, 
as comprehended in that brief summary — 
c Thou shalt love thy neighbour, as thyself. ' 
Again he cites the fifth commandment in this 
way — ' Children, obey your parents in the 
' Lord ! For this is right. Honor thy father 
4 and mother, which is the first commandment 
' with promise, that it may be well with thee, 
' and thou mayest live long on the earth ! ' 
Thus too saint James reasons upon the provi- 
sions of the ten commandments. ' He, that 
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1 said — " Do not commit adultery ! " — , said also 
' — " Do not kill ! " Now, if thou commit no 
' adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 

* transgressor of the law. ' And Christ him- 
self declared in direct reference to the law of 
Moses — * Whosoever shall break one of these 

• least commandments, and shall teach men so, 
' he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
1 Heaven.' That is under the dispensation of 
the gospel. ' But, whosoever shall do and teach 
' them, the same shall be called great in the 
' kingdom of Heaven.' 

It seems to me impossible therefore to hold 
after these statements, that the law of God, as 
delivered by Moses in the ten commandments, 
has no longer any authority. At the same time 
it ought in candour to be admitted, that there 
is a difficulty in the question, which I will next 
proceed to meet: for in the first place it is 
true, that a part of the law of Moses has been 
expressly abrogated, namely the distinction be- 
tween clean and unclean meats, and with it 
the whole law of ceremonies and sacrifices; se- 
condly it is true, that the civil institutions of 
Moses are not of necessity to be received in 
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any commonwealth at the present day; still 
further it is true, that even the moral law, de- 
livered by Moses, does not bind christians, as 
a law of Moses, but as giving the sanction of 
a divine reenactment to those provisions, which 
had been law from the beginning ; and for this 
reason perhaps it is, that a distinction was ob- 
served in the original promulgation of the ten 
commandments, which were not, like other laws, 
addressed to Moses in the mount, and by him 
conveyed to the people, but uttered amidst 
terrific signs by the voice of the Lord, and 
written by his finger upon tables of stone, as if 
to mark them, as more durable than the others, 
and, if I may say so, more divine. 

What therefore (I think) may, and ought to 
be contended for in reference to the law of 
Moses, is, that every moral precept in his 
writings is a part of the original law of God to 
man, that the ten commandments are among 
the number, and that, appearing there with 
the advantage of being authenticated by an 
inspired prophet, they may be safely quoted, 
as a law to christians. 

There is (it is true) a marked difference be- 
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tween the language of the law and that of the 
gospel : for the law was given by Moses ; but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Hence 
the language of the one is that of prohibition 
and threatening, the language of the other that 
of invitation and favour. But yet they are 
only opposite parts of the same system, in 
which the gospel furnishes the means, while 
the law prescribes the end. From the one we 
learn to know our duty. By the other we are 
enabled to perform it. Both are necessary for 
us ; and, if either were withdrawn, confusion 
and every evil work would be the unavoidable 
consequence. 

I conclude therefore in the language of saint 
Paul, that the law is good, if a man use it 
lawfully : and he is the man, that uses it law- 
fully, who makes it a guide to his steps* and a 
lantern to his paths, yet without relying on it, 
as the ground of his hope, or the means of his 
reconciliation to God. He uses it lawfully, 
who seeks first to obtain from it the knowledge 
of his sins, and, having then gone to Christ for 
pardon and peace, still continues to study* it 
for the purpose of knowing, how he may walk 



On the law of God. 9 

worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God : for in this he will ex- 
ercise himself, while he lives, to have always a 
conscience, void of offence towards God and 
towards men ; and it will be his continued study 
even in eternity to grow in the love and in the 
obedience of God. 

If still, notwithstanding the considerations, 
which have been adduced, there be persons, 
who think any attention to the directions of the 
ten commandments unnecessary under the gos- 
pel-dispensation, and unsuitable to the liberty 
of that better covenant, under which it is our 
happiness to live, such certainly were not the 
framers of the liturgy of our church : for they 
have directed, that the ten commandments 
should be read every sabbath in every congre- 
gation.; and they have not only introduced 
them by a prayer, in which we implore that 
almighty being, unto whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid, to cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of his holy spirit, that we 
may perfectly love, and thence be qualified 
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worthily to obey him, but they afterwards 
follow up each of the ten commandments with 
another prayer for that mercy, which is needed, 
to overlook our habitual transgressions, as well 
as for that spiritual influence, which alone can 
effectually incline our hearts to keep any law 
of our maker. 

One remark more may be made on the deca- 
logue, before we enter upon a particular ex- 
amination of its contents. It is this, that its 
whole scope has been briefly comprehended by 
our blessed saviour in two commandments; 
which two commandments correspond in sub- 
stance to the first and the tenth. Nevertheless 
this summary is no abrogation of the intermediate 
commandments, but only a divine instruction, 
to shew us, where the strength of them lies. Ac- 
cordingly, while the substance of these two is 
found, as I just observed, in the first and the 
tenth commandments, the second and third are 
particular exemplifications of the first command- 
ment, just as the sixth, seventh, eighth, and 
ninth are of the tenth, while the fourth, being 
a positive commandment, is a fence or protection 
to the first table, much as the fifth, being also a 
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positive direction, is to the second. They are 
adapted indeed in some respects, in the form of 
their language, and in some of the reasons, 
assigned in them, and of the particulars, dwelt 
upon, to the circumstances of the times, and 
the character of the people, to whom they were 
published by Moses ; and they are introduced to 
the notice of that generation, ^s proceeding from 
the God, who had brought them up out of 
Egypt. But he is the God of all the earth ; 
and the laws themselves are perpetual laws, 
and belong to all generations. 

After these introductory observations, which 
I thought it necessary to premise, on the obli- 
gation of the decalogue, we may now proceed 
to offer some remarks on the first of all the 
commandments . 

It is a commandment, my brethren, which 
prescribes a duty, that is perfectly unalterable : 
and well may it be the first ; justly may it be 
esteemed the greatest of all commandments ; 
for conformity to it is the consummation of 
blessedness, departure from it the essence of 
wickedness and misery. For the first of all 
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the commandments, as our saviour himself 
quoted it, is — * Hear, O Israel ! The Lord, our 
' God, is one Lord ; and thou shalt love the 
' Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and with 
' all thy soul, and with all thy strength.' In 
the language of the decalogue it is — ' Thou 
' shalt have no other gods before me.' 

In considering the import of this first com- 
mandment it will be necessary first to inquire, 
what is meant by having the true God, and 
secondly, what is meant by having any other 
god before him. 

In order to have the true God then, in the 
first place it is necessary to know him ; and 
then, as saint Paul teaches us, it is necessary 
to glorify him, as God, and to be thankful. 

First, we cannot be said to have the true 
God, unless we know him. It is true we 
cannot in our present state know him, as he is. 
But we must know him, as he is revealed to 
us. We must know him, as a covenant-God, 
as one, who, though he wields the universe, 
has condescended to adopt miserable men 
among the children of his household, who, 
though so pure and holy, that he cannot look 
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upon evil, has yet subjected his own son to its 
penalties, and sent forth his spirit to dwell in us, 
that we may escape his wrath, and live in his 
favour. Unless we know this, we know not the 
true God, our creator, redeemer, and sanctifier. 

But in order to have the Lord for our God, 
something more is needed than merely to con- 
ceive of him rightly. For that purpose we 
must also in the second place, as I said before, 
glorify him, as God, and be thankful. We 
must glorify him, as God, and must conse- 
quently regard him with that supreme love, 
which is his just due, even with all the love, of 
which our languid hearts are capable; or we 
cannot come up to the duty, prescribed to us 
in the first and great commandment. 

It appears then, that in order to have the 
true God, it is necessary, that we should know 
him, as he is revealed to us in the bible, and 
glorify him accordingly. 

Our next head of inquiry is, what is meant 
by having other gods before bim. Now it is 
admitted, that there is but one God in all the 
universe; and consequently we cannot really 
have any other God, inasmuch as there is no 
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other. Nevertheless, as by having the true 
God it is meant, that we both know and glo- 
rify him, as such, so on the other hand, if we 
give the glory, which is due to him, to any 
other, we have that other for our God, though 
in fact he be no god, and infinitely unworthy of 
that station in our esteem and affection. 

Thus we read of some persons, whose God 
was their belly. Now what can this mean, but 
that they set their appetites in the place of 
God by devoting to them their first and chief 
attention? They do not certainly mistake any 
thing, that belongs to themselves, for an object 
of worship. But yet they serve it with a zeal 
and constancy, which would be laudable, if 
paid to God. Of the covetous again it is said, 
that they are idolaters, not because, like Ne- 
buchadnezzar, they worship a golden image, 
but because the love of money seduces them 
from their allegiance to God, by tempting them 
to place their happiness in the acquisition of 
wealth, or in those pleasures and distinctions, 
which wealth can purchase. And the prin- 
ciple, on which the avaricious or the sensualist 
is thus designated, is distinctly stated by saint 
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Paul in these words — ' Know ye not, that, to 

* whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
'servants ye are, to whom ye obey, whether of 
' Sin unto death, or of Obedience unto righteous- 

* ness ? ' Although therefore we form ever so 
accurate a notion of God, yet, if there be any 
other object, to which our chief affections are 
dedicated, that object is our Deity, and the 
true God is supplanted, not indeed from his 
throne in Heaven, but from his throne in our 
hearts : for we as much worship an idol, when 
we devote all our energies to the attainment of 
forbidden gratifications or selfish enjoyments, 
as if we bowed down to a dumb image of 
wood or stone. In either case we set up our 
idol in our heart, and put the stumbling-block 
of our iniquity before our face; and conse- 
quently in the words of the text we have some 
other god before Jehovah. Even the sun, or a 
departed saint or hero, is no more a god than 
any creature of fancy, that we may deify : 
and the essence of idolatry is as complete 
in the one species of perversion as in the other ; 
for we know, that an idol is nothing in the world, 
and that there is none other God, but one. 
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How then, my brethren, how may we secure 
to this great, this awful being, his rightful place 
in our hearts ? That all our love, all our gra- 
titude, all our service is due to him, is easily 
seen and admitted, at least by those, who have 
been brought truly to know the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent. But how 
to pay it, is a question of more difficult solution, 
inasmuch as our hearts are naturally set on 
other objects, and all, that is in the world, has 
a tendency to increase that depraved and guilty 
preference. 

Alas, my brethren ! We can only after all 
have the Lord, the incomprehensible Trinity, for 
our God and reconciled sovereign, by receiving 
the holy spirit himself into our hearts ; for as 
none can come to the father, but by the son, 
even so none can say with true feeling of the 
import and tendency of his words, that Jesus 
is the Lord, but by the holy ghost. Nor indeed 
according to the testimony of saint Paul will 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
ever shine with full splendour in any heart, 
except, as it is discerned there in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 



On thejirst commandment. 1 7 

Still however; though the love of God towards 
us may be discerned theoretically in the revela- 
tion, which is made of him through Jesus Christ, 
it is difficult to conceive, how even with the aid 
of the holy spirit we can cultivate that love 
towards God, which is due from us in return, 
unless we can in some way hold intercourse 
with him : and accordingly he has graciously 
afforded us two means of intercourse with him- 
self, namely the written word, and prayer, in 
which phrase are also included the act of praise, 
the participation of sacraments, and every 
other mode of worship. If we neglect these, 
the divine life must necessarily languish ; and 
idols of some kind will usurp the place of God. 

These two therefore are our great aids to- 
wards fulfilling in greater and greater degrees 
the first commandment of the law. For in the 
first place the more we are occupied in the word 
of God, the further we shall advance in the 
knowledge of him ; and to know him in all his 
holy and gracious attributes is the direct way to 
love him. Hence it was said by our blessed 
saviour himself to be even life eternal to know 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he 

c 
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has sent: for to know him in the sense, here 
intended, is to love him too j and to love God 
is the very principle, the life, if I may say so, 
of life eternal. 

But even the study of the word of God itself 
will be unprofitable without prayer. In the 
word God speaks to us ; in prayer we speak 
to God : and both these acts must be united, 
to form that holy intercourse, by which we 
draw near to our maker. 
. . Let us then not content ourselves, my bee- 
thxen, with reading the bible from day to day, 
pr even with meditating on the infinite perfec- 
tions of God, which axe there authentically 
revealed to us ! Let us draw nearer to ,-Ji w 
still by constant, unremitting, and fervent 
prayer, that we may obtain forgiveness of hourly 
sin, and be delivered from hourly temptation I 
for it is written — ■>' Draw nigh to God ! >w4 he 
* will draw nigh to you.' ,,o 

My brethren, the course, which I have been 
now describing, is the true way to observe the 
first commandment, that commandment, which 
is the spring of all the rest, the fountain of all 
true morality, the essence of pure religion* The 
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high and lofty one, which inhabiteth Eternity, 
whose name is Holy, says to us—* Thou sfeah 
* have no other gods before me/ How then can 
we have him for our God, but by surrendering 
oursefres, and all, theft belongs to us, even our 
affections, and actions, and plans of life, to bfc 
service ! For to regard him, as our God, is to 
regard ourselves, as his creatures, dependent 
on him for life and breath and all things, and 
bound therefore to consecrate to him both life 
art bteath and all things. It is to give him 
our hearts, to love him, a& our father, otft 
creator, ovtt redeemer. It is to put away every 
thing, that would displease him, that we may 
draw nigh to him without fear, and not be cast 
down or ashamed in hi* presence. It is to 
make even social duty and private thought an 
exercise of christian obedience. But for this 
purpOfee we stand in need of continual supplies 
from his holy spirit, not only to purify us from 
evil desires, but to elevate us to spiritual affec- 
tions i and this is a privilege, which, though it 
be so higfy that without a command we durst 
not seek it, and yet so heceisary to us, that 
without partaking of it we can do nothittg, 

c 2 
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which God trill accept, is promised to us in 
answer to prayer through the abundant grace of 
our lord, Jesus Christ. 

Thus may our hearts be raised from debasing 
thoughts, and fixed on their highest object: 
and thus will the grace of God, which is never 
sought in vain, if sought in earnest, descend 
into our hearts, to purify them from the love of 
evil, and to shed abroad in them the love of 
God: and thus lastly, while we still deplore 
Our remaining corruptions, and while, in pro- 
potion a$ they are surmounted, our increased 
spiritual discernment compels us to deplore the 
remainder still more feelingly than we at first 
regretted the whole, we shall continually ad- 
vance, by the removal of impediments and by 
the acquisition of additional graces, towards an 
improved and ever improving observance of 
that first law, the complete fulfilment of which 
constitutes the perfection of angels. 

Now to God, the everlasting father, tcv Jesufc, 
the incarnate son, to the holy spirit, the blessed 
comforter, three persons in one eternal Jehovah, 
be ascribed all glory in the church force v$r* 
morel Amen!-, , .., ./ ; r 



SERMON II 



Exodus xx. 4, 5, 6. 

1 Thou shalt not make unto thee (my graven image, 
€ or any likeness of anything, that is in Heaven 
4 above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
' iti the water under the earth. Thou shalt not 

1 * c bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for 

' J, the Ldrd, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting 

,!€ the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 

l t%e third and fourth generation of them, that 

1 hate me, and shewing mercy unto thousands of 

- ' thetoy that love me, and keep my commandments. 9 

XMS second commandment consists of two 
parts, a prohibition, and the sanction, by which 
that prohibition is enforced ; both of which are 
eminently worthy of our deepest consideration, 
as giving us an insight into one important part 
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of the character of God, and of his way of deed- 
ing with his creatures. May God add to the 
word of his law the guidance of his spirit, that 
we may understand it in all its spiritual import, 
and obey it with sincerity and truth ! 

First the prohibition is this. ' Thou shalt not 
' make unto thee any graven image, or any 
' likeness of anything, that is in Heaven above, 
' or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
f the water under the earth. Thou shalt not 
' b&w dawn . thyself to them, nor serve them. ' 

TJbe direct meaaing of this prohibition is 
efficiently obvious. It forbids us to repre- 
sent God under any image, and still more to 
serve or worship him under it. ' Thou shalt 
' aot make unto thee any graven image'*-*-; and 
*»»' Thau shalt not bow down thyself to them/ 
Both are forbidden, but the former chiefly for 
the flake of the latter. Both however are for- 
bidden : and there are especial reasons for 
forbidding both . Let us consider each ; prohi- 
bition in its order, with the reason, assigned 
for it! .» 

The first prohibition is this. ' Thau shaft 
'not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
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1 likeness of anything, thai is in Heaven above, 
' or thai is in the earth beneath, or that is m 
? the water under the earth/ It is evidently 
mean W Thou shalt not make it, as a repre- 

* mentation of God V*- : and the reason of this 
prohibition is given in the fifteenth verse of the 
fourth chapter of Deuteronomy. ' For ye saw 

* no manner of similitude in the day, that the 
- Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst 

* of the fire/ Surely there is no similitude 
unto i the Lord, the creator. To compare him to 
anything or anything to him is to dishonor 
\aooL.. To whom will ye liken God? or what 
likeness will ye compare unto him ? 

/He, who made all tilings, must be infinitely 
unlike the beings, which he has made. He 
most unite all their perfections. But he must 
possess them in a very different manner. The 
goodness of the most exalted and glorious 
creature is yet a limited goodness. One being 
is good in one respect, or for one purpose, as 

one/ is provident of the future, another thought* 
fui for others, one jealous for the honour of 
Qod, one anxious for the diffusion of happiness. 
But God . is infinitely good. He unites all 
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parts and properties of goodness in himself. 
He exercises them alL in every act he does : 
and besides those other instances of iV which 
he thus combines, it is his peculiar glory to be 
good even to the unthankful and to the evil'. 
Again the knowledge of every created being is 
limited. It extends to a part only of? that, 
which may be known; and even that part must 
often be known imperfectly. There are some 
things, which are known only partially to the 
blessed angels themselves : for how otherwise 
could there be things, which the angels desire 
t<? look into I But the maker of Heaven and 
Earth knows all things, past, present, and 
future. There are no boundaries to his know- 
ledge. The.past* the present, and the future 
are alike naked before him* Space and time 
are within his observation; and: the secret 
thought, that will hereafter be conceived*: in 
hearts not yet in existence, are as well known 
to him as those, which are passing in all our 
bosoms at present. So also the power of every 
being, except himself, has its limits. But 
to his power there is no limitation* He doeth 
according to his will in the army of Heaven 
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and among the inhabitants of the earth ; and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him— 
fi What doest thou ? ' All other beings are 
bounded by space, and circumscribed by the 
law of their nature. But he is every where, 
being at the same moment present at the 
remotest star, as well as in the present as- 
.fcembly, and in the heart of every penitent 
sinner. Distance can be no refuge from his 
pbwer, nor is any remoteness unvisited by his 
presence. He is a spirit: and, although spiri- 
tual beings are those, who of all others make 
the nearest approach to his essence, other spi- 
rits are either so encompassed, or (I might rather 
say) encumbered with body, or have at least so 
^touch of the properties of body about them as 
»&> confine them to singleness of place, and re- 
? Strict them to local habitation. But whither 
fish&U I go from thy spirit, O thou God of Na- 
fl tom^f or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 
i * If ! ascend up into Heaven, thou art there. If 
finmake my bed in Hell, behold! Thou art there. 
* If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell 
> ■ in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy righthand 
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shall hold me. Nor is he less distinguished 
from any of his creatures by duration of being 
than by condition of nature: for they all had 
a beginning, having been no other than the 
offspring of his bounty, the creatures of his 
will ; and some of them will have an end also, 
whereas the unchangeable God is without be- 
ginning as well as without end. There never 
was a time, when be was not ; there never will 
be a time, when he will cease to be : for he> 
to> resort to the awful description, which him- 
self hath claimed, is the high and lofty one* 
which inhabiteth Eternity. 

What folly then must it be (for it is now time 
if) return to the second commandment), what 
folly must it be to represent the all^good, the 
all- wise, the omnipresent, spiritual, eternal 
God, under any created form, but especially 
under the likeness of anything, that is in Hea- 
ven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth ? If there 
were any being, that could adequately repre* 
sent the perfections of Deity, it must be those 
pure spirits, who surround his throne, and adore 
him with perpetual thanksgivings. But even 
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they, if I may use the expression, fall infinitely 
sbori of infinity, and are unworthy representa- 
tives of the jn&jesty on high. What then must 
w* think of portraying him under the figure 
of my earthly creature, of any man, that 
walks,, or fowl, that flies* or beast, that creeps, 
or fish, that swims, under the likeness of any- 
thing, that is in the heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the waters be- 
neath the earth ? 

* 

But if it be unfit to represent God under any 
such foolishly imagined resemblance, much 
more must it be unfit to worship him under it: 
and therefore the commandment goes on to say 
■*-•* Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
' nor.fcerve them/ This is the second prohibi- 
tion; and for giving it this specific ground is 
laid in the commandment itself, that the Lord, 
our God, is a jealous God. He is jealous of his 
honour, and will not suffer that to be bestowed 
ool creatures, which exclusively belongs to him* 
jself* 'I am the Lord '-rr-says he in the eighth 
vesse of the forty-second chapter of Isaiah. 
'. That w my name ; and my glory will I not give 
' to another, neither my praise to graven images/ 
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The very greatness of God indeed is some- 
times pleaded in extenuation of this sort of 
forbidden worship. He is so vastly above our 
highest thoughts, so infinitely beyond our 
utmost conceptions, that some may think it 
presumptuous, and others impossible, to address 
him in acts of devotion, without the interven- 
tion of some humbler representative, which 
may intercept the rays of his brightness, and 
soften the glare of his perfections : and it might 
be admitted perhaps, that there would be some 
show of reason in this plea, were there* -any 
created being in the universe, who could in any 
degree bei made to shadow out, though in the 
most distant resemblance, the character of 
Godhead. But, when every quality in the 
creature. contradicts the idea of Deity by intro- 
ducing a limit into that, which is unlimitable, 
the substitute degrades the original. Hence 
all such substitution is absolutely prohibited; 
and instead of any praise or CQuntenanoe being 
given to that show of humility, which is pleaded 
in favour of idol* worship, we are everywhere 
warned, that it is a delusion. These things 
have indeed a show of wisdom in will- worship 
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and humility; • Therefore says the apostle— 

* Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
« voluntary humility, and worshipping, even of 

* angelsT : 

• It is astonishing, how much this propensity 
to idol -worship has prevailed in the world du- 
ring all ages. When the ten commandments 
were' first delivered from mount Sinai, the whole 
earth was overrun with it : and although the 
Jews had a demonstration of the greatness and 
unity of the true God, such as no other nation 
possessed, even they could never be cured of 
their disposition to this error, till they were 
carried away, captive, to Babylon. But surely 
it is a still more surprising and humiliating feet, 
that since the introduction of Christianity meii 
harre fallen into the sarnie error, and besides 
paying tike adoration, which is due to God alone; 
to saints and buried men, have even dared td 
deify a mere image, and worship it. * 

, ' tFhe inveteracy therefore of this moral disease; 
notwithstanding its unreasonableness and folly, 
furnishes a sufficient reason for its being for- 
bidden under the awful sanctions, Which follow. 
But, btesides the inveteracy of the disease itself, 
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k must be borne in mind, that the duty, which 
is opposed to it, is the very head and froftt of 
fell religion. The first commandment forbids us 
to regard any other beings, as gods, except thg 
true God. The second forbids us to worship 
even the true God tinder an image: and cer- 
tainly, wherever these two commands have not 
been adhered to, the immediate result has been, 
that false notions of God have been formed,* 
and in the end every mischievous delusion has 
flowed from a polluted fountain. 

The ideas, with which men regard God, have 
the greatest influence m determining their reli- 
gious conduct. € As for our God/ (say© the 
psalmist) ' he is in Heaven. He hath done what- 
< soever pleased him. Their idols are silver and 

* gold, even the work of men's hands. They 
€ have mouths, and speak not. Eyes have they : 

* but they see not. They have ems : and yet 
€ they hear not ; neither is there any breath ih 
' their mouths. They, that make th&n, are like 
€ unto them : and so are all they, that put their 

* trust in them.' It is impossible, that the habit 
erf regarding God under a form, which circutn- 
SCribes his excellence, (that is to Say under any 
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form, but his o^n) should not lower the standard 
of the effort, with which we aim to please him* 
' Thou thoughtest wickedly/ (says he in the 
fiftieth psalm) ' that I am even such an one as 
* thyself. 9 On the other hand the constant 
employment of the mind upon those unspeak- 
able glories, which, however they transcend our 
feeble faculties, alone truly describe his cha- 
racter, must tend to exalt our conceptions of 
him, and increase our desire to please a being, 
so supreme in all perfections ; and the natural 
result, if I may so call it, of such meditations, 
continually exercised, is thus stated by saint 
John. ' We know, that we shall be like him : 
' foff we shall see him, as he is/ 

The true christian indeed will require no 
other reason for a prohibition than the will of 
him, who ordained it. He would submit to it 
with implicit reliance on the wisdom of the 
lawgiver, though he could discern no reason for 
the command, and though it were not accom- 
panied with any of the terrible denunciations, 

which follow. 

But now, since we have regarded the nature 
of both the prohibitions in the text, together 
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with some of the reasons, which seem most 
forcibly to recommend them, observe in the 
last place, how awful are the sanctions, under 
which these prohibitions are enforced ! ' For I, 
' the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting 
' the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
' unto the third and fourth generation of them, 
- that hate me, and shewing mercy unto thou- 
' sands of them, that love me, and keep my 
' commandments/ 

In discoursing on this part of the second 
commandment it should be observed, that al- 
though the commandments were all written in 
tables of stone, to signify their eternal obliga- 
tion, yet the reasons, which are assigned in two 
of them, founded as those reasons are on un- 
changeable principles, have respect apparently 
to the peculiar character or condition of the 
Jewish people : and indeed the very selection 
of stone for the material, on which these laws 
were engraved, may have some reference also 
to the stony heart, which was afterwards, to. be 
taken away in the times of the gospel, when 
the epistle of Christ, ministered by the apos- 
tles, was written not with ink, but with the 
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Spirit of the living God, not in tables of stone, 
but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

Next in explanation of this concluding part 
of the commandment it may be noticed, that 
the term, jealousy, as applied by God to him- 
self, denotes, that the derogation from his ho- 
nour, implied in idol-worship, is the chief thing, 
had in view through the passage, and that the 
visitation of iniquity > and the mercy, spoken of, 
though directed to all, who hate Or love God, 
to all, who neglect or keep all his command- 
ments, is chiefly intended of those, who shew 
their hatred or love of him by their contempt 
or observance of this particular , law. It is the 
iniquity of idolatrous parents chiefly, that he 
will visit upon their children unto the third and 
fourth generation ; and it is to those, who woiv 
ship him, as he ought to be worshipped, that 
he ^promises a mercy, extending unto thousands 
of their posterity. 

Accordingly we find both these declarations 
verified in the history of the house of Israel. 
Abraham was a worshipper of Jehovah in the 
midst of an idolatrous world : and hence eveh 
the rebellion and obstinacy of his descendants 

D 
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did not during two thousand years procure their 
rejection ; nor will their rejection be final even 
now, though they carried their contumacy and 
ingratitude to such a length as even to crucify 
the Lord, their saviour. Moreover this espe- 
cial favour is expressly attributed to his 
acceptance of Abraham's righteous, service in 
the fifth verse of the ninth chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, where it is said to the people of 
Israel,—' Not for thy righteousness or for the 
' uprightness of thine heart dost thou go to pos~ 
* sess their land ; but for the wickedness of 
' these nations the Lord, thy God, doth drive 
' them out. from before thee, and that he may 
' perform the word*, which the Lord sware unto 
1 thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.' On 
the other hand, when the Israelites refused 
to listen to the voice of those smaller judg-> 
H*ents, by which they were sold into the 
hands of their enemies round about them, the 
Lord sent them to Babylon ; and there their 
children of the third and of the fourth gene- 
ration, even those of them, who afterwards re* 
turned* to restore the temple, but not to its 
farmer glory, suffered for the iniquity of their 
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ancestors, and paid the penalty of their trans- 
gression, insomuch, that it grew into a proverb 
**•*' The fathers hare eaten a sour grape, and 
* the children's teeth are set on edge.' 

Nor is there any thing different from the 
ordinary dealings of God in this proceeding. 
There is none of us, but owes to the providence 
or folly of his ancestors much of the good or 
evil m his lot ; and, as no one ever questions 
the equity of that appointment, which makes 
children partakers in the prosperous and disas- 
trous fortunes of their parents, there seems the 
less reason to be surprised at a dispensation, 
which has that analogy to support it, more 
especially, when it leans so sensibly to the 
favorable side as to promise mercy to thou- 
sands, while the punishment is restricted to the 
third and fourth generation. 

At the same time it is to be observed, that 
this continuance of favour or wrath to a pos- 
terity respects only their condition in this life, 
flat in the next. It respects indeed their 
fhvorable or unfavorable opportunities for at- 
taining the kingdom of Heaven, which depeffd 
much on external circumstances. But/ if 
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there be persons, who surmount the disad- 
vantages of an ungodly parentage/ or disgrace 
their descent from holy ancestors, there will be 
no imputation in either case of the character of 
the parent to the descendant. Nay. So far 
from it, that we are expressly told at great 
length — ' The soul, that sinneth, it shall die. 
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the father bear the ini- 
quity of the son. The righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked shall be upon him. But, 
if a man be just, and do that, which is lawful 
and right, if he beget a son, that is a robber/ 
a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like 
to any one of these things, shall he then live ? 
He shall not live. He hath done all these 
abominations. He shall surely die. His blood 
shall be upon him. Now, lo ! if he beget a 
son, that seeth all his father's sins, which he 
hath done, and consider eth, and doeth not such* 
like, that hath taken off his hand from the 
poor, hath executed my judgments, hath 
walked in my statutes, he shall not die for the 
iniquity of his father* He shall surely live.' 
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What shall we say then? The crime of 
idolatry in particular is so heinous in the sight 
of God as to call down a peculiar judgment 
upon it ; which will rest even upon the 
children of the idolater to the third and fourth 
generation, not indeed so as to exclude them 

from the benefits of repentance, if from hating 
God they turn to love him, and to keep his 
commandments, but yet with sufficient weight 
to prove a serious curse to them, while it lasts, 
and an obstacle in the way of their acquiring 
that saving acquaintance with God, which may 
bring them to the acknowledgment of the 
truth : and do we not see this threat exem- 
plified in the continuance of that infatuation 
among papists at the present day, which in- 
duces them still to cherish the idolatry of their 
ancestors, though the general diffusion of scrip- 
tural light leaves them almost without excuse 
for their error? Surely here we behold the 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them, that hate him. 
- It is true, that the members of the church of 
Home deny the charge of idolatry, pleading, 
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that their worship is aot paid to the image or 
picture, but to the being it represents, and that, 
when the image represents not the saviour him- 
self, but the virgin, Mary, or a departed saint, 
the homage offered is not worship, but respect* 
All such distinctions however are subterfuges. 
Jf any honour at all is paid to the image, 
the second commandment is violated : and it 
would seem, that the heads of that church 
are aware of it ; for in reciting the ten com* 
mandments they omit the second on a plea of 
abbreviation, and divide the tenth into two. 
And awful indeed is the consequence of this d5s+ 
obedience not only to themselves, but to others: 
for the greatest stumblingblock to the Jew, and 
the greatest obstacle to his conversion to chris* 
tianity is the idolatry of the Roman church ; 
and I verily believe in my conscience, that so 
long as this guilt is chargeable upon that church, 
the curse, denounced in the second command- 
ment, must rest upon it. Well therefore may it 
be said to all> who fear the Lord, and yet cleave 
to that idolatrous communion — ' Come out of 

* her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 

* sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues V 
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And now, my brethren, having introduced 
that fearful expression from my text, to hate 
God, allow me to call your attention in the 
last place to the true import of this phrase, and 
of the corresponding one, to love him ! In the 
language of the second commandment, taken 
in the connexion, in which it stands, all 
idolaters are said to hate God, to hate him. 
Is it not a tremendous wosd ? To hate God 1 
What! Is it possible for a creature not only 
to disobey, but even to hate his maker, to 
requite his love not with neglect merely, but 
with hatred, to hate the author of all good, 
the God of all perfection, the source of purity 
and love ? The term implies a systematic dis* 
like of his character, and a wish, if such a 
wish can even be expressed without impiety, 
that he did not exist; for whatever we hate, 
we wish to remove from existence. 

And yet this is the term, which the almighty 
himself uses, as in a manner synonymous with 
idolatry. ' Thou shalt not bow down to them : 
' for I visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
' children unto the third and fourth generation 
*> of them, that hate me,' And for what reason 
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are idolaters said to hate God ? For the op- 
posite to that, for which true worshippers 
are said to love him ; and that reason is 
given at the end of the text, where it is 
used, as of the same import with keeping his 
commandments. ' I shew mercy unto thou- 
' sands of them, that love me, and keep my 
' commandments. ' 

i Thus it is, that all, who^keep the command- 
ments of God, are reputed in scripture to love 
him, and on the contrary all, who break his 
commandments, to hate him. So our saviour 
himself says — ' He, that hath my command- 
' ments, and keepeth them, he it is, that loveth 
me.' — : and on the other hand idolaters and 
rebels against the moral law are regarded, as 
(he enemies of God, and said to hate him; 
Thus the Lord says in the eighty-first psalm—? 
' Oh, that my people would have hearkened 
' unto me ! For, if Israel had walked in my 
'ways, I should soon have put down their ene- 
\ mies, and turned my hand against their ad- 
versaries. The haters of the Lord' (that is 
the idolatrous heathen) ' should have been found 
'liars. But their time should have endured for 
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'ever/ Our blessed saviour also said of him- 
self in very awful language — ' Me the world 
4 hateth, because I testify of it, that the works 
4 thereof are evil/ And hence lastly among the 
particulars of character, belonging to the ancient 
heathen, saint Paul charges it upon them in the 
thirtieth verse of his first chapter to the 
Romans, that they were haters of God, 

In fact, though 5the love and hatred of God 
are not the same thing with obedience and dis- 
obedience to him (for love and hatred are feel- 
ings or sentiments, while obedience or disobe- 
dience is a course of conduct), yet so fast is the 
connexion between the feeling and the conduct, 
that they cannot be divorced. He> who lives 
in the open breach of those commandments, to 
the violation of which God has annexed the 
penalty of eternal suffering, cannot fail after a 
time, horrible as the thought may be, to wish, 
that there might be no God, that so there might 
be no punishment : and I would boldly ask any 
deliberate sinner, whether he is a stranger to 
the thought, whether he has not sometimes 
been tempted to harbour it, and, however the 
impiety of it may have prevented him from 
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forming it into a decided sentiment, whether it 
has not sometimes, nay, often in a moment of 
alarm or remorse come across him with some- 
thing like the force of reality. So impossible 
is it for him, who habitually disobeys God, not 
to hate the being, whom he offends. With 
regard to the love of God on the other hand* 
that is connected with obedience in a diffe- 
rent manner: for we do not learn to love 
God from the habit of obeying him ; but by 
loving God we are taught to obey him easily. 
It is the test and fruit of our love ; and there 
must be love in the soul, before we can produce 
it* The order and method in these changes is, 
as follows. We are all by nature prone to 
transgress the commandments of God, and thus 
lie under a temptation to become haters of the 
being, whom we have offended. But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The 
greatness of this love is sufficient, where it h 
believed and welcomed, to overcome our ingra- 
titude : and then we love him, because he first 
loved us ; and, loving him, we keep his com- 
mandments. It is our delight and our privilege 
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to do so ; and we become desirous to observe 
them in their full extent without subterfuge or 
abatement, only regretting the defect of our 
obedience, and the imperfection of our service. 
In order to this effect we must know God. We 
must know him, not as our creator only, but as 
our redeemer and sanctifier. We must know 
him, as a covenant God, as a reconciled God in 
Christ Jesus, a God, who has pledged the very 
holiness of his nature to the pardon of sin 
through respect to his atonement, who has thus 
challenged our love by a wonderful exhibition 
of his own, and taught us to feel the force of 
that apostolical sentiment-—' We love him, be* 
'cause he first loved us,' 

If we have any portion of such love, my 
brethren, we shall be eager to observe the 
commandment, which we have now been con- 
sidering, not only according to the letter, but 
in its whole extent and spiritual meaning* 
All the commandments indeed will be objects 
of our daily regard and best affections. But 
the second is that, the violation of which 
appears most to involve a hatred of the true 
God in the very commission of it, because it is 
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a direct infringement of his just honour, and 
a contradiction to all his glorious perfections. 
We shall therefore be very cautious of doing 
anything, which may tend even by the remotest 
construction to justify the charge of idolatry. 
Now it has been shewn, that we may make an 
idol of many things besides a graven image; 
If there be anything, which we prize or value 
more than God, that object is our idol, and 
our esteem of it is a kind of idolatry. And 
it is with reference to idols of all these de- 
scriptions, that the apostle, John, closes his 
epistle with that affectionate admonition, — >- 
1 Little children, keep yourselves from idols ! ' 

Let us therefore remember, my beloved bre- 
thren, that the Lord, our God, is a jealous God ! 
and let us beware, how we offend him by 
making an idol of anything! We must not 
love our parents, our friends, or our relations 
more than him. We must not love our private 
pursuits, our studies, or our pleasures more 
than him : for among the characteristic marks 
of the ungodly this is one, that they are lovers 
m of pleasures more than lovers of God. We 
must be careful also still more especially 
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not to make a god of our money : for, while 
the love of relations is a virtue, and the love 
of pleasures does not pretend to be one, the 
love of money is opposite to them in both 
respects, pretending often to be a virtue, yet 
being none, but deceiving us under the cloak 
of virtuous prudence : whence it is, that 
time, which eats out the root of other vices, 
often gives new strength and mischievous 
potency to this, making men worldly, when 
they are least aware, and more attached to 
the passing scene, when they are preparing to 
quit it. In short the rule cannot be made too 
absolute — -' Love not the world, neither the 
' things, that are in the world ! If any man 
* love the world, the love of the father is not 
'in him.' . 

t -- What then is the art and method of maintain- 
ing in our heart and conduct the true spirit and 
life of this commandment? Is it not to meditate 
frequently on the nature and greatness of God 
in all his variety of perfection, on his infinite 
holiness, his surpassing merqy, his perfect wis- 
dom, his almighty power, his universal presence, 
his eternal essence, to fill our minds with the 
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contemplation of his awful and gracious ma- 
jesty, of his fidelity to his promise, his holiness 
in commanding, his mercy in pardoning, but 
above all to seek by prayer the graces of the 
holy spirit, who alone can keep that, which de- 
serves the preference in our esteem, uppermost 
in our hearts, and who ordinarily accomplishes 
this object by taking of the precious things of 
Christ, and shewing them with power and effect 
to his believing disciples? For, while we have 
a true notion of his Godhead, we cannot disho- 
nor his perfections. Then, when his work in 
creation, redemption, and sanctification has its 
right place in our regard, we shall hope and 
learn through the aid of his spirit in answer 
to diligent prayer to glorify him, as God, and 
be thankful, to increase in that love, which 
those excellences are well adapted to inspire, 
and improve in keeping those command- 
ments, the observance of which with perfect 
exactness through the grace of Christ Jesus is 
in fact all our salvation, and ought consequently 
to be all our desire. 



SERMON III 



Exodus xx. 7. 

*' Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy 
( Gody in vain : for the Lord will not hold him 
' guiltless, that taketh his name in vain.' 

THE first commandment forbids us to worship 
aay other God, but the true God. The second 
forbids us to worship even him in the form or 
likeness of any created being : and hence it 
results, that God is to be addressed only by his 
incommunicable name, by that name, which* 
belonging to none, but himself, at once excites 
the idea of every thing, that is adorable, amia- 
ble, and awful. It raises in the mind of the 
pious worshipper a recollection of every good 
and holy quality ; for all these belong to God, 
and spring from God. The very name of 3. 
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tyrant, a traitor, or a murderer excites emo- 
tions, that are painful to us. The mind revolts, 
and we probably express some disgust at the 
thought. On jthe other hand, when we hear 
the name of a generous friend, a kind relation, 
a parent, or a benefactor, the very name 
awakens pleasing sensations. We hear any- 
thing, that relates to them, with interest. We 
enter into conversation concerning them with 
delight. What ought then to be our feelings 
in naming the name of God ? For he is all 
this to us, and more. He is the most generous 
of friends : for he spared not his own son, but 
delivered him up for us all. He is our father, 
our benefactor, nay, and beyond all these and 
every other name, that can be named, in Hea- 
ven, or on Earth, he is our creator, our re- 
deemer, and our sanctifier, though with all 
these ties, which bind him to befriend and to 
save us, he is a holy and a jealous God, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot 
look on iniquity, and an almighty God, who, 
when he is displeased, is able to destroy both 
soul and body in Hell. What associations there- 
fore ought to be connected with the name of 



J 
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God, and how sacred ought they to be kept, 
when it is recollected that, the name of God is 
in a manner all we can know of him! We 
cannot see Qod. He is not discernible to any 
of our senses. We must not represent him 
under any imagined resemblance. We know 
him only by what he has been pleased to reveal 
of himself in his works and in his word, all 
which is in a manner combined and centred 
in his name. 

For in proportion to the benefit to be ex- 
pected from keeping our associations with the 
name of God just and accurate is the danger: 
to be apprehended from disqniting them. If 
the name of God excites either no idea, or a 

• * 

wrong. one, is not all .knowledge of God obli- 
terated at once ? , Is not the fear of God ex- 
cluded? Is. not the love. of him necessarily 
extinguished ? ^ For, when we do, not regard 
the name o£ God, we do not regard God _him T 
self, since, God is. known to us only, by his 
name. .; * 

Hence the name of . the Lord is often used in 
scripture, as pf equal import with God bipin, 
*elf* We ape directed there to fear this glorious 

£ 
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and fearful name, the Lord, thy God: and Da- 
rid says — ' The name of the God of Jacob 
' defend thee ! In the name of our God we 
tf will set up our banners. Let the people 
• praise thy great and terrible name! For it 
' it is holy.' So too the Lord himself says by 
Malachi.— ' My name is dreadful among the 
4 heathen. If ye will not give glory unto<my 
4 name, I will even send a curse upon you. 
' But unto you, that fear my name, shall the 
' £un of righteousness arise with healing in his 
' wings/ In these and numerous ether pas* 
ftages the name of God seems to be put for God 
himself, because, as I said before, we know 
him only by name. He is himself far* above 
our apprehensions : for, though we have abun- 
dant experience of his goodness and truth, we 
have neither seen, nor know God himself ;< nor 
indeed can we know him, till he shall be pleased 
to reveal, not big name, but himself i to, us; 
which is a thing he has never yet dona, hi the 
full sense of the phrase to any mere man, 
though he will do so to all his children,, whose 
happinefts it shall be hereafter to see and 
to know him/ They will see him, aet he is. 
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They will know him, even ft* also they are 
known. 

- After these considerations we cannot be sur* 
prised to observe, that the third commandment 
direct* n* to maintain that reverence for the 
name of God, which we entertain for God him- 
eel£ * Thott shalt not take the name of the 
* Lord, thy God, in vain : for the Lord will not 
*boM him giultkss, that taketh hid name in 

If ow to cake that name in vain is to profane 
It! ftftd this may be done in four ways, first 
by bta§ptemy> secondly by perjury* thirdly by 
trifling: with it, lAWly by forgetting it. These 
four way* appear to me to include every possi- 
ble way of breaking the thi#d commandment ; 
and' I now propose to consider" each of them in 
its order, ' ' 

Blasphemy in the first place is too awful a 
crime to require an extended discussion ; for I 
do 4iot mclude under this word that ineorai-* 

Amu* mteus^ of the most sacred of names, 
which may mote fitly be considered hereafter 
tmder the head of trifling with it. The very 
word, blasphemy, excites a degree of horror in 

E 2 
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.every serious mind, sufficient to render all proof 
of its criminality superfluous. I will therefore 
only cite one or two of those texts from scrip- 
ture, which may confirm and justify our abhors 
rence of it. ' He, that shall blaspheme against 
'the holy ghost' (said our blessed saviour) 
'hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
' eternal damnation.' A&d without reference to 
that particular form of blasphemy, this wfts the 
law of Moses. 'He, that blasphemeth the 
' name of the Lord, he shall surely bp put to 
t death, and all the congregation shall certainly 
' stone him. As well the stranger, as he,; thftt 
' is born in the land, when he. blasphemeth the 
' name of the Lord, shall be put to death.' 

Secondly we, may profane the name of the 
Lord by perjury : and this seems to be the, par- 
ticular vice, which is most directly prohibited 
by the words of the commandment. 

In general the letter of the commandments 
seems pointed at the grossest act of the class, 
to which they refer, and under that grossest 
act to forbid all the inferior offences^ which 
lead to. the commission ; of it. Thus in* t)ie 
sixth commandment it is not hatred,, that; is 
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prohibited, but murder, which is the worst 
consequence of hatred ; in the eighth not covet- 
ousness, but theft ; and so in others the thing 
forbidden is the grossest act of the class, the 
very thought of which may be expected to make 
us shrink from the rest : and the same we may 
conclude to be the case in the third commandment 
also. To take the name of the Lord, our God, 
in vain means to swear by it falsely, to call on 
him to witness an untruth, and thus to procure 
credit to a falshood by asserting it in the name 
of the Lord : and this is indeed after blasphemy; 
which amounts to a renunciation of all religion 
and of all respect for the name of the almighty, 
an offence of the deepest die. AH falshood 
i& an abomination to the Lord. But it becomes 
doubly heinous, when the holiest name in the 
universe is attached to it. 

Accordingly all nations, even the darkest 
heathens; have agreed in regarding perjury, as 
a crime of the greatest atrocity, inasmuch as it 
not Only indicates a contempt of the authority 
of God, but strikes at the root of all confidence 
among his rational creatures. The perjurer 
has not, and cannot have the fear of God before 
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his eyes. He disregards his authority. He 
even defies his vengeance, and that not by 
secret implication, as the murderer does, who 
breaks his laws, and thence appears to have no 
respect for his awful character. But the per- 
jurer calls on him by name. He calls him 
to attest what he knows to be untrue. He 
often consents, even in plain language, always 
by understood meaning, nay, he often even 
prays, to be exposed to his severest wrath, 
if what he says be false ; and yet he knows 
it to be so : and here, my brethren, beware 
of thinking, that a false oath loses any part 
of its criminality, when the thing sworn to is 
of little consequence, as if the perjury were 
less, when it relates only to a thing of small 
value, than when it affects the character, or the 
life. The offence is the same in all cases ; or 
certainly, if it admits of any gradations, it may 
be better measured by the magnitude of the 
temptation, which led to it, than by the value 
of the property, which is affected by it : for 
he, who can be persuaded to swear falsely by 
a trifling inducement, shews a more depraved 
mind, and a less regard for the holy name, 
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which he profanes, than he, who U impelled 
by stronger considerations and more seducing 
motire^. But the degrees of the offence need 
not be examined too nicely, since every degree 
of it ii subversive of all religion, of all morality, of 
all respect for the name of the Lord, our God. 
Hiirdly we may profane the name of God 
by trifling with it. Our blessed saviour inter* 
prats the command in the text thus. ' Swear 
' *6t at all, neither by Heaven, (for it is God's 
' tht'CMfte), nor by the earth (for it is his foot- 
' sobl)j neither by Jerusalem (for it is the city 
' of the great king) i neither shalt thou swear 
* by thy liead, because thou canst not make 
' one hair white or black. But let your com- 
4 rounication be—- " Yea, yea, nay, nay"~*-J 
-* For whatsoever is more than these cometh 
' of evil/ It cometh from some evil principle 
or /another, from the evil disposition of men to 
deceive efcch other, or from their evil habit 
of omitting, as our saviour himself expresses it, 
the love or the fear of God. All irreverent use 
therefore of the name of God, all recourse to 
oaths on ordinary or unimportant occasions, all 
expressions, that imply an appeal to Gcd» 
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though his name may not be mentioned in 
them, when employed without necessity or 
adequate cause, are directly and positively 
forbidden : for our saviour says — ' Swear not 
'at all ! '—not, that an oath for confirmation 
is necessarily and on all occasions unlawful, 
though strife may be ended by it ; for the 
solemn administration of oaths by magistrates 
and officers of the church was permitted, nay, 
even commanded from the earliest times. But 
the use of them in every way, which can tend 
to render them common, and therefore useless, 
or may endanger the chance of adducing them 
in attestation of a falshood, is prohibited by 
the third . commandment. The name of God 
must be regarded with awe, with holy fear, 
and not brought forward lightly, or on every 
slight occasion. How shocking is it, inde- 
pendently of this positive command, how 
shocking to any one, who has the fear or the 
•love of God in his heart, to hear that great name 
trifled with in conversation, to hear it made 
the expletive of a sentence, as if it meant 
nothing at all, or adduced merely to point a 
threat, and add terror to an imprecation ! What 
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would be your feelings, if you heard your 
father's name so used ? if such a liberty were 
taken with the name of your friend ? And yet 
we can scarcely pass the streets, or enter into 
a mixed company without the risk of hearing 
in some quarter the name of God or of Christ 
uttered with a levity, that bespeaks an entire 
forgetfulness of its sacredness and dignity; 
and all this, notwithstanding our blessed 
saviour's exposition of ; the third commandment 
not only renders this practice inexcusably 
criminal, but also subjects to the same cen- 
sure every idle word, that is used in imita- 
tion of it. 

My brethren, do not deceive yourselves by 
falsely imagining, that, if you do not name 
the name of God, but yet adopt expressions, 
which are intended to resemble oaths, though 
perhaps they have no meaning in them, you 
are guiltless ! Though the name of God, or 
of Heaven be omitted, yet (saith our saviour), 
4 whatsoever is more than — " Yea, yea, nay, 
4 4t nay " — , cometh of evil.' And there is 
this yet further to be said of the act of thus 
trifling with a name, to which all reverence 
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is due, that, if that crime is deeper than 
another, which is instigated by less temptation* 
this must be the deepest of all, to which there 
lies no assignable temptation whatever. Whom- 
ever is guilty of it, is guilty of it gratuitously* 
and has neither temptation to account for the 
offence, nor pleasure to reward it; 

But fourthly we may profane the na»e of 
God by forgetting it: for the name of God is - 
that holy name, whereby we are called ; und, 
if we only forget or neglect the connexion, 
which we thereby acquire with our mhkcr, 
undoubtedly we profane the name, which is 
given us. Why are we called christians, if 
we do not the commands of Christ, if **n&* 
disregard the eacredness of his nbme, ^r ' 
have no value for the duties, which that title 
implies? For we take his name in vain, not 
only, when we blaspheme it, or swear falsely 
by it, or trifle with it, but also, when, having 
been baptized into it, we forget our baptismal 
yows, and live, and die, as though we were H6t J ' 
his people. If yre have forgotten the name 
of our God, will not God search it out ■? When 
we use no exertion to renounce the devil or 
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bis work*, the vanities of the world, and the 
einfui Justs ,of the flesh, because we have been 
baptised in the name of the father and of the 
sou and of the holy ghost, when we make no 
point for that re won of understanding, that we 
may believe* the articles of the christian faith, 
or of keeping, that we may walk in the com- 
mandments of God, we take the name of the 
Lord, our God, in vain. 

Here however it may become us to pause 
lor a moment ; foe I hare now touched upon 
a violation of the third commandment, to 
which J verily believe, that no faithful con* 
science can foil to plead guilty; lor who is 
there, that » the ordinary intercourse and 
daily bafeits off life does not forget God and hi» 
poveaant, hia holy law, and gracious gospel 
every day to an extent, which in a moment 
of jrerkws. reflection must appear to him truly 
fearful ? Nay* Who is there, that bears upon 
his. *aind> m he ought to do, a sense of the 
sacred presence, under which he is continually 
living ? O my brethren, how easily would the 
habitual reverence, which we ought to enter- 
fcain for the name of our God, chase away 
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from us those follies and tempers, those unkind 
or uncandid or unchristian feelings, which for 
want of it too frequently beset us! Instead 
of this what is more common than for persons 
to come into the house of God, to mix with his 
worshippers, and listen to his ministers, with 
little seriousness of mind, and less of solemn 
purpose to become or to continue Christ's faith- 
ful soldiers and servants unto their lives', end? 
And is there no mockery in this ? Is it no 
violation of the third commandment ? My 
brethren, it is a solemn thing to be called a 
christian, to bear the name of Christ, to have 
been baptized in his name. Little think those 
baptized infidels, . who scoff at religion, of the 
tremendous guilt they incur. Little think those 
more. decorous hypocrites, whov only neglect it, 
how deeply it concerns all, who name the 
name of Christ; to depart from iniquity. Little 
think any of us, as we ought to think, of the 
danger of forgetting him even for an hour, 
whom we profess above all things to serve, to 
love, and to. honor. 

I will only further add on this part of my 
subject, that in forgetting the name, in which 
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you have been baptized, you forget with it to a 
certain extent the whole circle of christian 
duty (for it is even life eternal to know, and 
consequently to remember the only true God; 
and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent), whereas, 
if you know and habitually seek the grace of 
our lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the holy ghost, you will 
then be effectually guarded not only against 
taking the name of God in vain, but also 
against wilfully transgressing any part of the 
known will of God. So true is it, that it is 
impossible to perform any one commandment 
in its full and perfect meaning without perform- 
ing every other commandment with it : for the 
whole ten form but one perfect chain • and it is 
impossible to detach one of them from the 
remainder without disturbing the whole. Thus 
Agar coupled this' commandment with the 
eighth, saying— ;r Lest I be poor, and steal, and 
' take the name of my God in vain.' 

These then are the several ways, in which 
the sacred name of our God may be either 
blasphemed, or taken in vain. 

Now, having examined the true meaning 
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is due, that, if that crime is deeper than 
another, which is instigated by less temptation, 
this must be the deepest of all, to which there 
lies no assignable temptation whatever. Who- 
ever is guilty of it, is guilty of it gratuitously; 
and has neither temptation to account for the 
offence, nor pleasure to reward it; 

But fourthly we may profane the name of 
God by forgetting it : for the name of God is * 
that holy name, whereby we are called ; and, 
if we only forget or neglect the connexion, 
which we thereby acquire with our maker, 
undoubtedly we profane the name, which i* 
given us. Why are we called christians, tf 
we do not the commands of Christ, if we' 
disregard the sacredness of his name, or ' 
have no value for the duties, which that title 
implies ? For we take his name in vain, not 
only, when we blaspheme it, or swear falsely 
by it, or trifle with it, but also, when, haying 
been baptized into it, we forget our baptismal 
vows, and live, and die, as though we were not 
his people. If we have forgotten the name 
of our God, will not God search it out ? When 
we use no exertion to renounce the devil or 
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his w*ork#, the vanities of the worlds and the 
sinful $mt$ of the flesh, because we have been 
baptised in the same of the father and of the 
sou and of the holy ghost, when we make no 
point for that reason of understanding, that we 
may believe* the articles of the christian faith, 
or of keeping, that we may walk in the com- 
mandments of God, we take the name of the 
L&ffd, owe God, in vain. 

Here however it may become m to pause 
lor a moment; for I haare now touched upon 
a violation of the third commandment, to 
which 1 verily believe, that no faithful con* 
science om foil to plead guUty; lor who if 
there, that in the ordinary intercourse and 
daily habit* off life does not forget God and his 
poveaant* his holy law, and gracious gospel 
every day to an extent, which in a moment 
of s^ipus reflection must appear to him truly 
fearful ? Jtfay* Who is there, that bears upon 
his. *aind, as he ought to do, a sense of the 
sacred presence, under which he is continually 
living ? O my brethren, how easily would the 
habitual reverence, which we ought to enter- 
tain for the name of our God, chase away 
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we disregard it? In disregarding that name 
we disregard our own salvation : and then 
where is the wonder, if perdition be' the con- 
sequence? x 
Accordingly look around amoiig youf ovm> 
acquaintance, toy beloved brethren I I do not 
ask of you to pronoiince every individual, who 
is in any degree addicted to this offence, guiky 
also of every consequence, which the confirmed 1 
habit can entail upon him. But yet what is ifr 
Other respects the • character of the commoft 
swearer? Is he not too frequerftly a compa- 
nion of thieves, of drunkards, of scoffen*, 10% 
sabbath-breakers, in short 6f sinners of etery* 
sort ? Nay. Do you » often find the dommon 
swearer himself an exemplary character in other 
particulars ? He may have .some good qualities 
indeed. He may be a good workman^ a friendly 
neighbour, or even an bonest dealer. >He may 
be esteemed a man of honour; and he mayi 
flutter himself, that; although his conduct » 
evil, his hgart is good. But our lord says, that 
out of the heart proceed all blasphemies; and. 
the heart, which trifles with a commandment, 
and dishonors the name of God, whatever it 
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may be in its own estimation, cannot be good 
in his sight : nor in fact is it very uncommon to 
find, that in his own family at least, where 
there is least restraint, and the man appears 
as he is, the common swearer is passionate, 
overbearing, self-willed, if not openly flagi- 
tious. Your own observation will in most 
instances (I apprehend) go beyond this state- 
ment. But I will content myself with asking — 
With which of the recorded fruits of the spirit 
will the practice of swearing most harmoniously 
associate? The fruit of the spirit is love* 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance. 

I abstain therefore from cautioning you, my 
brethren, against blasphemy, or perjury. Those, 
who are in a frame of mind, capable of such 
atrocity, are beyond my reproof. But the 
name of God is a holy name ; and God will 
jealous of it. If you trifle with it in any way, 
beware of the consequences!. For our God is 
a consuming fire ; and he has himself declared, 
that he will not hold you guiltless. 

But neither (I trust) need I caution you 
seriously against even this offence. If you have 
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any fear whatever of almighty God, nay, if 
you have any consistency of character, or love 
of truth, belonging to you, while you continue 
to call yourselves christians, you cannot commit 
it: for in that very prayer, which our lord 
himself has taught us, you daily beg, that the 
name of your father in Heaven may be hal* 
lowed ; and to pray first, that it may be hal- 
lowed, and then wilfully to take it in vain, 
is such mockery as any earthly friend would 
resent, and your heavenly judge will infallibly 

punish. 

May the love of Christ constrain you, my 

dear brethren, to keep the name of God, that 
name, by which you are called, holy, that so, 
fearing and loving him, you may do his com- 
mandments, and at last be held guiltless 
through the pardon of your sins, and by virtue 
of the blood of that atoning saviour, to whom 
with the father and the holy ghost, three per- 
sons in one Jehovah, all glory is due for ever ! 
Amen I 



SERMON IV. 



Exodus xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

' Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy I Six 
' days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work. 
4 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord, 

* thy God. hi it thou shalt not do any work, 
' thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy mam- 
' servant, mr thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 

* nor thy stranger, thai is within thy gates : for 

* in six days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, 

* the sea, and all, that in them is, and rested the 
€ seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the 
1 sabbath-day, and hallowed it J* 



THE fourth commandment opens with a very 
remarkable charge, conveyed in the word — 
* Remember!' The other commandments sim- 
ply direct, what is to be done, or to be avoided. 

F 2 
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But this commences with a solemn admonition 
— ' Remember to do it l' 

We are therefore led by this peculiarity to 
presume, first, that the observance of the fourth 
command is of peculiar importance, and se- 
condly, that we are under peculiar temptations 
to forget it. 

A third inference may also be drawn from 
it, though its justice has been recently ques- 
tioned, namely, that the sabbath was not then 
first instituted, when the commandjnent was 
delivered to Moses: for although, if the sab- 
bath had been a commemorative rite, it might 
have been natural to introduce it even at its 
first appointment with a solemn caution to re- 
member the fact commemorated, the direction 
to remember the rite itself would haye been 
out of place, if that rite had never before 
existed. 

It is true, that an opinion has grown up of 
late years, and is now entertained and avowed 
by many, that the separation of the Lord's day 
to religious uses, which is at present esta-. 
Wished, is only an appointment of the church, 
having no foundation in a divine law, and con- 
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sequently in no other view binding on the 
conscience, than as it falls under the general 
rule — 4 Submit yourselves to every ordinance 

* of man for the Lord's sake ! ' To the general 
reasoning, of which this sentiment forms one 
of the most important conclusions, I have al- 
ready replied in the remarks, which were lately 
offered to you, concerning the perpetual obli 
gation of the decalogue. Nevertheless some 
further considerations, which are peculiar to 
this commandment, may help to strengthen 
your conviction : and, before we enter upon 
them, let me beseech you, my brethren, to join 
with me in that appropriate prayer of our 
liturgy — ' Lord, have mercy upon us, and in- 

* cline our hearts to keep this law ! ' 

The first of the considerations, to which I 
allude, relates to the divine sanctions, with 
which the commandment itself is accompanied. 

Of thfcse sanctions the first is the divine 
example. ' In six days the Lord made Heaven 
' and Earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
' and rested the seventh day.' Thus did the 
Lord himself observe the sabbath, before he 
propounded it to his creatures; not, that he 
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indeed rested from his work, as one, who is 
sensible of fatigue, but that he desisted from 
it, as one, who is satisfied, — as one, who saw 
every thing, that he had made, and behold! 
it was very /good. Accordingly this statement 
in the commandment is but a repetition of that, 
which was related before in the history, where 
it is written — € Thus the heavens and the earth 
' were finished, and all the host of them ; and 
' on the seventh day God ended his work, 
' which he had made ; and he rested on the 

* seventh day from all his work, which he had 

* made/ Moreover I may here add, that as 
the Lord desisted from the work of creation on 
the seventh day of the week, so did he desist 
on the first from the work of redemption ; 
which two events are thus coupled together 
by saint Paul — * He, that is entered into his 
' rest, he hath also rested from his own works, 

* as God did from his.' *\h 

What I am seeking now however to press 
upon your attention, is the importance of that 
sanction, which is given to the duty of the 
fourth commandment in the Lord's own exam- 
ple, an example, first exhibited at the very 
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time, when the earth was formed, and thus 
marking by a token the plainest and most 
unequivocal, that could have been afforded, 
that it was his will all nature should respect 
his sabbath, and that the obligation of it should 
continue, so long as the sun and the moon 
endure th. 

To me this reasoning is unanswerable : nor 
can I conceive, how the testimony of scripture 
could have more distinctly declared, that the 
law of the sabbath is not peculiar to the 
Mosaical code, but coeval with the creation, 
than it has done by first describing its insti- 
tution in the narrative of Genesis, and then 
reciting it in nearly the same words in the ten 
commandments. Hence, as our saviour teaches, 
the sabbath was made for man, not for the 
Jew only, but for man, for every man, whom 
the Lord has made, and who therefore are all 
alike interested in that primitive example of 
their common creator, when he rested from 
all his work, which God created and made. 

This then is the first sanction, under which 
the duty of the fourth commandment is pro- 
posed to us. The second is the peculiar 
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interest, which the Lord is shewn to take 
in the sabbath, when it is said, that he hal- 
lowed it, or set it apart for himself, calling 
it by especial designation the sabbath of the 
Lord, thy God, Other days he gives up to 
his creatures. But the sabbath he claims for 
himself. On that day he rested from his six 
days' work, a world ; and it is his will, that 
those, who dwell in it, should honor him by 
holding it in everlasting remembrance. 
•. This particular sanction of the fourth com- 
mandment may indeed (I am aware) make it 
seem at first a fearful thing to have changed a 
day, so. solemnly set apart by the Lord himself, 
whatever may be the reasons to be pleaded for 
it*. I think however, that it will not be difficult 
to shew, that the change was required by the 
very spirit of the command itself, and that 
christians could not consistently have observed 
it on any other day, but the first. The sab- 
bath was appointed in memory of the crea- 
tion. But what is the language of scripture 
concerning the finished work of redemption ? 
i Behold!' — says the redeemer— ' I make all 
'• things new/ Consequently, (say the apostles) 
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4 if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
€ Old things are passed away. Behold! All 
* things are become new.' To him the resurrec- 
tion of Christ is the creation. He looks back 
no further* It is a new creation to all the 
children of God. How then can he duly 
honor the law of the sabbath, which was in- 
stituted in commemoration of the Lord's resting 
on it from the work of creation, but by con- 
secrating that day to the observance of it, 
when he entered a second time into his rest, 
having, as it were, anew created the race, 
whom Sin had destroyed ? I do not see, how 
we, christians, could observe it on any other 
day, without disparaging the greatness of 
redemption, and belying our own persuasion, 
that by virtue of the resurrection of our fore- 
runnier and representative we are again become 
the workmanship of God, being Created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, and no longer 
devout observers only, but heirs, partakers of 
that rest, into which he hath entered, arid 
which still remaineth for the people of God. 
Indeed the very language of the commandment, 
<@s given in the bible- version of it, seems 
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obscurely to point to such a change by twice 
naming the sabbath-day, and not solely the 
seventh day, as that, which the Lord had 
blessed and sanctified. 

To these two sanctions of the fourth com- 
mandment, the example of its founder, and the 
distinct property in that day, which he appears 
to claim, calling it in contradistinction to all 
other sabbaths the sabbath of the Lord, our 
God, is to be added thirdly the solemn charge, 
here given us, to remember it. * Remember 
( the sabbath-day, to keep it holy ! * 

There are two things, which are especially 
charged upon us with this affecting command — 

* Remember ! ' — , the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper, and the duty of the sabbath. * This 

* do in renlembrance of me ! ' — said the saviour 
on the one occasion. * Remember the sabbath- 
4 day, to keep it holy ! * — is- the direction on the 
other. Surely we must feel, that admonitions, 
like these, proceeding from the lips of our lord 
himself, cannot be safely neglected. When he 
calls upon us to remember, forgetfulness and 
neglect cannot be a matter of indifference. He, 
who never spake in vain, did not introduce his 
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command with this note of warning without 
designing us to learn from it, that consequences 
of a most momentous nature are connected 
with the observance or disregard of his decree. 
But we have not yet finished all the divine 
sanctions, with which the fourth commandment 
is introduced to us. The Lord himself kept 
the first sabbath : he claims every succeeding 
one, as his peculiar right and property: he 
bids us remember that his solemn appropriation 
of it: and lastly we are told in the closing 
sentence of the commandment, that he blessed 
the day. ' The Lord blessed the sabbath-day/ 
He bestowed his especial blessing upon it* 
He designed it to be a day of blessing to his 
creatures. But into the nature of this blessing 
we shall have occasion to inquire hereafter. 
. The considerations, which have been now 
adduced, are enough to shew us, if no others 
had gone before, that the obligation of the 
fourth commandment is perpetual and universal. 
No lapse of time or change of circumstance can 
annul a duty, which was imposed in the in- 
fancy of time, and before the course of nature. 
The obligation of it must continue even to the 
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end ; nor can it cease, unless the law be ex- 
pressly repealed by the same authority, by 
which it was at first enacted. 

This preliminary point then being settled, 
the questions, which now lie before us, are 
three. For what purposes was the sabbath 
ordained ? In what way may it best be kept ? 
And what encouragements have we to a faith- 
ful observance of it ? 

In considering the purposes in the first place, 
for which the sabbath was set apart, it is to be 
recollected, that this commandment was given 
before the fall. It is not therefore primarily 
designed to reclaim men from iniquity : for sin 
was unknown, when the sabbath was enjoined. 
Even in Paradise, when Adam's only earthly 
task was to dress and keep the garden, which 
was given to him, he was yet required to 
refrain even . from that simple and innocent 
employment one day in seven: and for what 
conceivable end, unless it was, to hold com- 
munion with his God ? There were two parts 
even in his original nature : for the Lord, God, 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.; 



On the fourth commandment. 7 7 

and man became a living soul. As far as he 
was formed of the dust of the ground, he was 
related to Earth. As far as he partook of the 
breath of life j the divine and living soul, which 
was .communicated to him, he drew near to 
God. Six days were given him, to perform the 
tasks, which belonged to the lower part of his 
nature, though even in these the Lord, God, 
often condescended to walk with him in the 
gardei} in the cool of the day. But on the 
seventh he was to attend exclusively to the 
higher, the angelic part of it, without any dis* 
traction from worldly avocations : and of course 
at a time and in a state of things, when the 
wants of the body and employments of Earth 
were so simple, he may be supposed to have 
devoted the whote of it to God. God was hip 
best friend, his noblest companion; and it is 
dear on the one hand, that, being a holy 
creature,, he would find his greatest delight in 
communion with him, and on the other, that, 
being by nature inferior to the angels, he must 
have wished for nearer approaches to that 
gracious being, in the knowledge of whom 
consists all their glory. Thus his nature, had 
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he continued innocent, would have been con- 
tinually ripening into greater holiness and 
perfection. The better part would have been 
exalted to a nearer resemblance to the blessed 
angels in light: and it is impossible not to 
admit, that the sacred observance of the sab- 
bath would have had a very direct and power- 
ful influence in exalting it. The sabbath was 
made for man ; and the object, which it was 
designed to promote in him, cannot readily be 
supposed to be anything more obvious, simpler, 
or holier, than by disentangling him from all 
secular occupations, though innocent, to fix 
his affections more entirely on Heaven, and 
improve his intercourse with his maker. 

Hence then in determining our second ques- 
tion, in what way the law of the sabbath may 
best be kept, the duty, involved in it, appears 
at once to be twofold, first to abstain from all 
worldly occupation, from our daily work, and 
secondly to devote the leisure, thus obtained, 
to the great end of drawing near unto God« 

In regard to the first portion of this duty the 
command is explicit. * Six days shalt thou 
4 labor, and do all thy work. But the seventh 
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* day is the sabbath of the Lord, thy God. In 
' it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 

* son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 

* thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
' stranger, that is within thy gates.' And it is 
obvious, that this part of the commandment, 
namely the prohibitory part of it, extends not 
to the members of our household only, but even 
to our cattle, and to the stranger, that is within 
your gates. It is the will of God, that those 
beasts, who work for you six days in the week, 
should be left to their repose on the seventh. 
And with regard to the stranger, that is within 
your gates, the commandment requires you to 
influence him by your example and advice, 
and instead of making his transgression an 
excuse for your own neglect, to deter him 
from transgression by your own obedience ; and 
above all, however he may act, it requires 
you to beware of being yourselves a party to 
his violation of this commandment. 

And in making this difference between the 
employments of the sabbath and of other days, 
you have again the example of God himself for 
your pattern : for, when he vouchsafed to rain 
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food from Heaven upon his chosen people of 
Israel, he was careful to give them on the sixth 
day the bread of two days, that they all might 
rest on the seventh. 

To the Jews indeed a very particular restric- 
tion was given, prohibiting on that day all 
servile work, and even interdicting all change 
of place beyond the distance of a single mile, 
which was called a sabbath-day's journey ; and 
these restrictions were comformable to th$ 
genius of that ritual law, which fettered every 
action by rule, as well as to the character of 
that perverse people, who could only be re- 
strained by positive enactment. But to chris- 
tians the commandment remains, as it was at 
first, couched in general terms, and referring to 
the pattern of the most high for the method and 
spirit of fulfilling it. We must judge for our- 
selves, as those, that are to be judged by God, 
remembering always, that the removal of other 
restrictions increases our obligation to restrain 
ourselves, and that they, who conform most 
fully to the law in its true spirit, and according 
to its primitive design, will receive the highest 
blessing, will obtain the greatest assistance, 
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reap the most advantage, and be privileged 
with the purest enjoyment. 

But the leisure, which is acquired by the in- 
termission of other employments, requires to be 
devoted to God : for both these principles are 
essential to the duty of keeping the day holy. 
It is not, that we may be unemployed, it is 
not to encourage our natural indolence, that 
we are directed to abstain from our ordinary 
pursuits. It remains therefore to consider, 
what we are to do on the sabbath. And this 
must be in general the reverse of what we are 
required not to do. For are we ordered not to 
do our own ways? It is, that we may do the 
Ways of our maker. Are we forbidden to find 
our own pleasure r It is, that we may follow 
his. Are we prohibited from speaking our own 
words i It is; that we may meditate and dis- 
course upon the words of God. He then, that 
shall best exercise himself in the way and word 
of his maker, and most truly perform his plea- 
sure, is the best observer of the sabbath: for 
the sabbath is then sanctified, when we most 
faithfully conform to the design of him, who 
instituted it, when we most entirely abstain 

G 
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from the works and pleasures of the week, and 
when we hold most communion with God. 

Now the design of the sabbath (it will be re- 
membered) was not to reclaim a sinner, al- 
though through the goodness of God that end 
is continually answered by it : neither was it 
to furnish instruction in duty ; for that was in 
Paradise perfectly possessed, and he, who has 
attained it fully, is only then qualified to ob- 
serve the sabbath in spirit and in truth. It 
aims at a higher end, not merely at performing 
the duties, belonging to our nature, but at 
raising that nature itself through the renewing 
and sanctifying influences of the holy spirit. 
We do indeed learn from the occupations of 
this day, how best to discharge the duties of 
other days ; and we are most effectually dis- 
posed also by the services of it to discharge 
those duties faithfully. Were it not for the 
separation of the sabbath, many erroneous no- 
tions, many worldly maxims would perpetually 
mislead our judgments, and pervert our prac- 
tice. But the services of the sabbath bring us 
back to the law and to the testimony, and by 
that continu&l recurrence hinder us from being 
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insensibly seduced from it. Hence it now has 
a further use than was first designed by it, in 
correcting error, and in teaching duty : and yet, 
if this end were answered, if it were fulfilled to 
its greatest extent, we should still hatfe the 
higher duty of heavenly communion to attend 
to, and the day ought to be so laid out as 
to fulfil it ; nor, could less than the seventh 
part of the time, which is given us upon Earth, 
be sufficient, if we would rightly consider it, 
to discharge the duty with advantage. It 
follows therefore, that the day must be given 
to God, the whole day : for, when any part of 
it is unnecessarily given to the world, the day 
is, not sanctified. 

Let us consider then in the last place, what 
encouragements are given to us for such an 
observance of the sabbath ! 

>Now; first a very cheering encouragement is 
afforded us in the text itself: for it is there 
written, not only, that the Lord hallowed the 
sabbath-day, but that he blessed it also. 

fBy blessing the sabbath-day we must under- 
stand. (I think), that the Lord connected espe- 
cial blessings with the right observance of it, 
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blessings, which all must expect to lose, who 
disregard and neglect the command. 

Accordingly I believe, that the most ex- 
tended observation will bear me out in assert- 
ing, that the persons, who have been most 
signally blessed by God, have uniformly been 
the most faithful observers of his • sabbath. 
' Them, that honor me,' — says the Lord — ' I 
* will honor ' — : and they, that honor him by 
giving up to him one day in every week, are 
sure to be honored by him during the other 
six. On the other hand, where the sabbath is 
desecrated and profaned, the blessing is for- 
feited, and the whole of the character will 
bear witness to the loss. Much has been said 
of late concerning the neglect of the sabbath 
in high places by many of our rulers and 
statesmen : and has the neglect been innocent ? 
Has it left no trace of its mischief in other 
parts of their conduct? How many of oiir 
public documents have been marked of late 
years by the absence of all reference to a con- 
trolling Providence, or to an enthroned and 
reigning Messiah! And, when amidst the active 
and perilous scenes, which were lately wit- 
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nessed in a neighbouring kingdom, it is noticed, 
that in all the proclamations of an excited 
nation the name of God is omitted, and no 
acknowledgment of his protection or of his 
power is found, is it possible not to recollect, 
that this too is among a people, by whom the 
latter half of the sacred day is systematically 
given up to festivity and merriment ? Believe 
it, brethren, that, where the sabbath is dis- 
honored, the neglect of God will not be con- 
fined to that ordinance, but will shew itself in 
all other departments of character ! For he, 
who blessed the sabbath, will not bless him, 
who neglects it. Indeed not only is it found 
by experience, that a due separation of that 
one day to the service of God has a sanctifying 
influence on the temper and spirit of the re- 
maining six, but numbers, on the other hand, ' 
too fearful to be told, have borne evidence 
with their last breath to the truth, that, had 
they not begun their career of iniquity by a 
systematic violation of the sabbath, they would 
not have finished it in shame. 

On the whole then the blessing, which may 
be expected more peculiarly to attend the right 
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observance of the sabbath, is nothing less than 
an increasing nearness to God, an improve- 
ment in our intercourse with him, a growing 
resemblance of his holiness and perfection* a 
gradual exaltation of that part of our nature, 
which was in its creation the more exalted, the 
less earthly, the more allied to angels, the more 
related to God. ' If thou turn away thy foot' 
(says the Lord himself) ' from the sabbath, 
' from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and 
' call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
4 Lord, honorable, and shalt honor him, not 
4 doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
4 pleasure, nor speaking thine own words, then 
' shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord.' Q 
blessed commandment, which under the dis- 
guise of a restraint upon our liberty imposes a 
privilege, condemns the weary to rest, the 
earthborn to aspire, and invites the inhabitants 
of this lower world to partake in the occupa- 
tions of those glorious spirits, who always 
behold the face of the father in Heaven 1 

We have thus considered the encouragement 
whtth is given to a due observance of the 
Mbbftth in the declaration — ' The Lord blessed 
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' the sabbath-day.' Can a christian require 
greater encouragement than is furnished in 
that simple sentence? and yet I proceed to 
remark, that he has a greater, a far greater 
encouragement than this. How indeed can I 
speak of the encouragements, which are af- 
forded to the right observance of the sabbath, 
without naming those gracious aids of the holy 
spirit, which are ever offered to the true wor- 
shipper, but which are more especially present 
in the meetings of christians, assembled to 
worship their creator ? Alas ! We should have 
little encouragement to persevere in these ex- 
ercises, if left to ourselves. Our hearts are 
set upon vanity; and, when we would direct 
them to the worship and service of God, they 
are too apt to dwell on other thoughts, which 
are adverse to spiritual communion ; and a per- 
severance in the endeavour amidst such an 
inward conflict without assistance from above 
could end only in indifference, or in despair. 
God has taken compassion upon our fallen state, 
and encouraged us to persevere in a heavenly 
exercise, for which sin has otherwise incapa- 
citated us, by a promise of spiritual assistance. 
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The duties of the sabbath, which were required 
of Adam, are still permitted to christians with 
this cheering assurance to support them, that 
he, who gave the command, will enable them 
to fulfil it, if not perfectly, yet acceptably, 
and with such progressive improvement as may 
be an earnest of final success. No one (we 
may venture to be confident) ever persevered 
in a due attention to sabbatical exercises with 
a firm reliance on the word of promise, with- 
out finding the practice of spiritual commu- 
nion easier, more habitual, and more delight- 
ful, nor by consequence without finding his 
heart more fully set on the performance of 
this and every earthly duty. 

Let me then in conclusion exhort you, my 
beloved brethren, to remember the sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy ! For the blessing of the 
day, and its sanctification must go together. 
Every day indeed, and every hour is due to 
God. But he has expressly exempted one 
day in seven from other uses, that on it you 
may acquire strength and grace and know- 
ledge for his service on the remaining six. 
He has sanctified the day ; he has also ho- 
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nored it; and he has blessed it. Those, who 
would partake of its blessing, must respect 
its sanctity : and what stronger incitement to 
that duty can we desire than is supplied in the 
animating reflection, that, every time we meet 
for the celebration of the sabbath, we now 
commemorate the blessed day of our lord's re- 
surrection? For the change from the seventh 
day to the first reminds us, that now is Christ 
risen from the dead, that so we also may 
rise from those earthly affections, which weigh 
us down to the world, and rise to the contem- 
plation, the imitation, the enjoyment of God, 
that, like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. He, who thus 
draws near to God, will not fail to find God 
draw near to him in the rich communication 
of his spiritual treasures, nay, even (I will 
venture to promise it) in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

May all your sabbaths, my beloved brethren, 
be so spent, that every week, as it passes, may 
find you more fit for that eternal sabbath, which 
is prepared for the children of God! 



SERMON V. 



Exodus xx. 12. 

* Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
* may be long upon the land, which the Lord, 
L thy God, giveth thee I ' 

THIS commandment is particularized by saint 
Paul in the last chapter of his epistle to the 
Ephesians, as being the first commandment 
with promise : for it alone has the promise an- 
nexed to it,—*' That it may be well with thee, 
' and that thou may est live long on the earth.' 
It may be desirable therefore, before we enter 
on the subject of the duty, here enforced 
upon us, to consider, what is meant by the 
promise, and why it is attached to this parti- 
cular command. 
The commandments are divided into two 
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tables, the first four teaching our duty to God, 
and the last six our duty to our neighbour; 
and there is an analogy in the order of the two 
tables, which has been already pointed out to 
you, the first commandment in the first table 
prescribing the great duty of obedience to the 
Lord, God, the maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and the last commandment in the second table 
prescribing that resulting duty of mutual help 
and kindness, which we owe by his appoint* 
ment to our fellow-creatures on earth. As on 
the first of these duties rests the whole super- 
structure of religious worship, reverence, and 
love, so on the last depend all the harmony, 
the comfort, and peace of human society. 
Further, as the first and the last of all the 
commandments prescribe the two great and 
fundamental duties of the law, so the last 
commandment of the first table, and the first 
of the second, are positive enactments, pro* 
viding, as it were, a kind of safeguard for the 
tables, to which they belong, the law of the 
sabbath being a main security for our due at- 
tention to the service of God, as on the other 
hand the honour, which is paid to parents and 
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rulers, as his representatives upon Earth, is a 
defence against all attempts to do any wrong 
to any member of the community. And in 
exact accordance with this principle it is very 
observable, that as the fourth commandment, 
which closes the first table, has a special 
blessing attached to it, so the fifth command- 
ment, which introduces the second table, is 
distinguished by a promise. The intermediate 
commandments in each table are occupied in 
forbidding particular acts, which would di- 
rectly contravene the main principle intended 
to be inculcated : for idolatry and perjury are 
the most daring offences against the majesty 
of God, as murder, adultery, theft, and car 
lumny are the greatest outrages, that can 
be committed against the common welfare of 
mankind. 

With regard then to the promise itself, which 
stands at the beginning of this second table, 
it is only a variation of that, which is the lead- 
ing strain of all legal injunctions — '■ Do this, 
€ and live ! ' It is a promise, which, like the 
blessing at the end of the first table, belongs 
indeed to all the commandments. But in this 
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particular form it is prefixed to the second table 
of the law, because, as that law was formally 
promulgated, when the children of Israel were 
preparing to enter into the promised land of 
Canaan, the privilege of long life in that earthly 
inheritance seemed more properly to be at- 
tached to the department of duty, which relates 
to our human neighbours, than to that, which 
concerns our relation to our father in Heaven : 
for in Heaven we shall have no parent to 
honor, no temptation to covet, no possibilities 
of murder or other injury to those, who are 
the partners with us of the same glory ; but we 
shall still have, unimpaired, the opportunity 
of service to God, and, while his name will be 
ever had in honour, his sabbath will know no 
end. That law therefore, which introduces the 
commencement of our earthly duties, introduces 
with it the promise of an earthly reward, and, 
taken in connexion, as it ought to be, with all, 
that goes before or follows it, may be regarded, 
as equivalent to the apostle's declaration, that 
godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life, that now is, and of that, 
which is to come. 
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With this clue to the interpretation of the 
promise we may proceed now to the applica- 
tion of a second principle of construction, 
namely, that all the promises, made to the 
Israelites, as inhabitants of the earthly Canaan, 
may be appropriated by christians to them- 
selves in reference to their heavenly home. 
Thus, if it was said to the Israelites, that the 
meek should inherit the earth or land of 
Canaan, we may say to christians, that the 
meek shall inherit Heaven. If it was said, 
that ■ those, who honor their parents, shall live 
long in the land, that floweth »with milk and 
honey, we may be««ure, that in that promise 
eternal life in the «new heavens and the new 
earth, 1 wherein dwelleth righteousness, is offered 
to those christians, who 'follow the same path ; 
not indeed, that this quality can ever stand 
alone, or unaccompanied with those kindred 
graces, of which it is a natural associate. On 
the contrary, when long life is promised, the 
virtues, which tend to preserve life, and render 
it valuable, are promised also. Accordingly ' we 
find, that those, who honor their parents, are 
seldom unkind to others, and that they are the 
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last persons to be intemperate or profligate in 
their government of themselves. But the pro- 
mise is annexed to the first of our relative 
duties to shew, that our first attempts at a 
godly, righteous, and sober life shall not go, 
unrewarded ; and while on the one hand we 
must not so interpret the promise as to re- 
strict it exclusively to this single law, we are 
yet warranted on the other in inferring from it, 
that those, who duly observe even this single 
law, shall not lose the reward of obedience. 

Is it then the intention of this promise to 
lead us back from the liberty of the gospel to 
the rigours of a legal obedience, and to make 
our hope of Heaven dependent upon our im- 
perfect works ? No, my brethren. No works 
can carry a sinner to Heaven : for if his present 
or future works were ever so perfect, still the 
guilt of having been a sinner hitherto would 
outweigh their excellence, and disqualify him 
for entering that abode of holiness and perfec- 
tion. In fact the law, as a law, conveys no 
promise, except to those, who sin not at all. 
The promise, here inserted, is, as it were, a 
superadded grace, softening the terrors of the 
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law ; and it says to .those, who are entering 
upon a godly life by true repentance of sin* 
and sincere faith in the atoning saviour, thajt 
even their first entrance has a promise attached 
to it, and that their progress shall be cheered 
with the assurance of reward. For the Lord 
will give grace and glory. No good thing w;ill 
he withhold from them, that walk uprightly. . 
Nevertheless in the application of this pro^ 
mise there is something further to be observed* 
Under the former dispensation it cannot J?e 
doubted, that the promise of long life in the 
land, which the Lord gave to his chosen 
people, was substantially fylfilled according tct 
the design of the lawgiver to those, who ho* 
nored their parents. Yet even under that 
dispensation it may fairly be presumed, that 
many died in infancy without having flagrantly 
violated this particular commandment, th^ 
many, who honored their parents, fell in bat- t 
tie, and that others, in whom, as in the son 
of Jeroboam, some good thing was found 
towards the Lord, and consequently (it may 
be supposed) towards their parents also, were 
cut off by the merciful stroke of the Lord, 
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withdrawing them from the evil to come. How 
then are these instances to be reconciled with 
the promise, conveyed in the text? 

Now in order to solve this difficulty, another 
principle must be brought forward, which I 
believe to be of universal application in the 
Construction of all the temporal promises in 
scripture. The bible regards mankind, as a 
Community, not as a mere collection of insu- 
lated individuals ; and from the community at 
large it exacts an obedience to its directions, 
and a compliance with the spirit of its laws. 
Although therefore the commandments are 
delivered in the singular number, as requiring 
the obedience of every individual, it is plain, 
that, if there be an individual in the whole 
Community, who does not obey the precept, 
the commandment is not properly complied 
with, and consequently the blessing, promised 
to obedience, is forfeited. Thus, when the 
army of Israel marched against Ai under an 
assured promise of victory, the whole army 
was disheartened and driven back, because 
one individual among them, Achan, the son 
of Carmi, had touched the accursed thing in 

H 
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the spoil of Jericho. The children of God are 
palled a holy nation *nd a peculiar people, to 
shew, that a national obedience to the will ef 
Gpd, and not merely the personal subjection of 
those, whose consciences are smitten, is neces- 
sary, to entitle any individual to the blessings 
enounced. In Heaven it will be so : and on 
Earth it should be so : and, if ever it shall please 
God to exert his almighty power in bringing a 
whole nation to a conformity with his life- 
giving precepts, to them (I have no doubt) ajil 
promises will be realized even 09 Earth. They 
will experience the truth of what the Lord said 
to Noah — ' The fear of you and the dread of 
' you sjiall be upon every beast of the earth 
4 and upon every fowl of the air, upon all, that 
' moveth upon the earth, and upon all thp 
' fishes of the sea. Into your hand are they 
'delivered/ They will find the sweetness of 
that divine word — ' My son, forget not my law ! 
' But let thine heart keep my commandments ! 
' For length of days and long life and peace 
' shall they add unto thee.' They will per-* 
ceive, that in truth godliness hath promise of 
the life, that now is, and of that, which is to 
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come. They will even (we may be assured) be 
free from trouble and persecution, till there 
shall again be some root of bitterness, springing 
up, to trouble them, and thereby many be de- 
filedt But in the mean while the sins of some 
bring trouble on all ; and by reason of their 
iniquity not only the love of many waxeth 
cold, but the Israel of God turneth their backs 
before their enemies. 

On the whole, it is not too much to say, 
that, had the fifth commandment been ob- 
served nationally by the Israelites, they would 
still be in possession of the land of promise . 
But instead of this we know from our lord's 
distinct declaration, that the Pharisees taught 
the people to violate it upon system ; and we 
know too, that, when a messenger was com- 
missioned to prepare the way for the saviour 
try turning the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, the particular specified, as most 
needing his correction, was that of turning the 
hearts of fathers to their children, arid the 
hearts of children to their fathers, so, that, 
when he came, he found all the relative duties 
of life poisoned at their source. 

H 2 
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Nevertheless such is the mercy of God, that 
although all his promises are forfeited by all 
men, and no man can justly lay claim to any 
of them according to the letter, he will yet fulfil 
diem spiritually to every true, though weak 
servant of his blessed son. A blessing Mall 
rest even now on that nation, and on that 
christian, who observes the fifth commandment. 
Indeed there is no promise in all the bible, but 
every individual whatever, who walks not after 
the flesh, but after the spirit, though with much 
imperfection and many occasional deviations, 
shall derive a blessing from it. He, who 
honors his father and mother according to the 
commandment, and because it is a command- 
ment of the Lord, his saviour, is in the way 
of all the Lord's blessings, and, persevering in 
the way and hope of the gospel,' as no one is 
taore likely to do than he, who hoaors his 
parents, even though he should not live long 
here, will attain what is far better, even eternal 
fife in that pure and heavenly land, which the 
Lord, our God, giveth to all his children. 

What then is the true scope and meaning 
of the commandment, to which this promise is 



QnJkeJifth commandment. 101 

annexed I and how is it to be complied with ? 

* That infinite wisdom of God,' (says an emi- 
nent writer) 'which hath distinguished his. 

* angels by degrees, which hath given greater 
'and less light and beauty to heavenly bodies, 
' which hath made differences between beasts 
' and birds, created the eagle and the fly, the 
' cedar and the shrub, and among stones given 
' the fairest tincture to the ruby and quickest 
.' light to the diamond, hath also ordained 
'kings, dukes, or leaders of the people, magis* 
' trates, judges, and other degrees among men/ 
Accordingly as in the first table of the decar 
logue the Lord puts forward himself, as the ob? 
jf ct of universal regard and obedience, so in 
the second he holds up to our reverence his 
vicegerents upon Earth, thus shewing, that 
although there is no one, who is fit to stand 
in . his place, nor is the loftiest created being 
worthy to be called second to the almighty, 
yet it has pleased him, as he said of Moses, to 
put a part of his honour upon earthly rulers 
and masters, saying, as it were, in the forefront 
of bis commandments— ' Let every soul be smb- 
1 ject • unto the higher powers ! For there i* 
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* no power, but of God. The powers, that be, 

* are ordained of God/ Moreover by selecting 
the name of parent, as the representative of all, 
to whom this honour is due, he has shewn, that 
this is a commandment, the obligation of which 
commences with our very entrance into life ; 
for as an infant is cast from his very birth upon 
the care of his parents, so he must begin to 
honor from the very moment he is capable 
of distinguishing them. Moreover by the use 
of these words he has shewn, that the relation 
between the governors and the governed ought 
to be of a paternal character, in which the 
authority of the superiors should be tempered 
with love, and the obedience of the governed 
yielded with affection : and to the observance 
of this relation on both sides he has promised 
his blessing. 

Let us commence therefore our interpretation 
of the commandment by inquiring into the 
duties of children to their natural parents, which 
is the foundation of all obedience to earthly 
tulers ! The commandment bids them honor 
them. What does this significant phrase 
imply? 



On the fifth comrnandineitt: 103 

The first ingredient in that honour, which 
is due to parents, is obedience : for, unless 
parents be obeyed by their children, it is dif- 
ficult to imagine, how they can be had in 
honour: and to this obedience there should 
be but one limitation, namely, that it be not 
extended to such commands as are unlawful. 
In infancy indeed that obedience should be 
absolute. But in riper years, when the judg- 
ment is clearly able to distinguish right from 
wrong, it is subject to this limitation. I am 
inclined also to think, that even in mature 
years a degree of bbedience is due by the law 
of God to the commands of parents beyond 
that, which is commonly paid to them. Par- 
ticularly in the article of marriage, although 
parents can have no authority to direct the 
formation of a prescribed alliance, marriage 
being in its very nature a voluntary contract, 
it appears to roe, that the fifth commandment 
moist distinctly requires young persons to ab- 
stain from any alliance during the life of their 
parents, which is contrary to their declared 
wiil 2 for he, who marries in opposition to the 
declared will of his parents, dishonors his 



$04 Q& the Jifth commandment, 

father and mother. The obligation indeed to 
obey our parents must continue under all cir- 
cumstances of human life, though with dimir 
nished force, in proportion as the multiplied 
duties of society introduce conflicting obliga- 
tions. For instance it is not the duty of 
those, who have families of their own to pro- 
vide for, to quit a situation, which enables 
them to do so, at the will of a parent, though 
it might perhaps have been their duty not to 
jenter into it originally ; for though there is no 
one duty in life, which can make it incumbent 
upon us to omit or violate another, yet clearly 
the duty of honoring our parents should al- 
ways operate, as a restraint, to hinder us frQin 
embarking in enterprises, which would dis- 
please them. 

vBut besides obedience to the orders of a 
parent the fifth, commandment requires us. to 
respect their feelings and inclinations. What- 
ever lawful thing they choose to do, though 
\t may not be agreeable to our wishes, we 
should endeavor to assist and forward : for cer- 
tainly, if we do not promote, we do not ho- 
nor, and, if we obstruct, we dishonor the will 



On the fifth commandment. 105 

of our parents. There is no case, in which 
this duty is more apt to be outraged by chil- 
dren, than in that of the second marriage of 
either of their parents, a case, in which the 
spirit of the commandment appears to me 
clearly to require* that the children, unless 
specially consulted, should have no voice, nor 
any other wish than simply to promote the 
comfort of their parents ; and they should ac- 
knowledge moreover, that of that comfort the 
parents must themselves be the judges. Then, 
if a second marriage is contracted, they ought 
to consider, that the step-parent stands in the 
place of a parent, and, as the chosen partner 
of one, who is really so, is entitled to all 
a parent's honour. So too with respect to the 
property of a parent, though it is a father's 
duty to provide for his children, it is utterly 
repugnant to that honour, which the child owe^ 
to his parent, to calculate nicely the amount 
Or nature of that provision, to scrutinize and 
interfere in the distribution of the parent's pro- 
perty, or to say with the arrogance of the 
prodigal in the gospel-*-* Father, give me the 
' portion of goods, that falleth to me f 
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Thirdly this commandment requires us to 
maintain an habitual reverence for our parent's 
character, to esteem his virtues, to hide his 
failings, to cast a veil over his errors, and 
rather to conceal than to expose his vices: 
and this department of duty must not only 
continue in undiminished force till his death, 
but afterwards extend to his memory: fo* 
a child, who does not respect his father's cha- 
racter, can hardly be said to honor his person. 
It is not indeed his duty under any circum- 
stances to deny the faults of his parents, or 
to exalt their character above its real worth. 
It may in some instances become him by ju- 
dicious counsel, considerately administered, to 
deter his parents from a course of proceed- 
ing, prejudicial to their interests, to their cha- 
racter, and above all to their salvation, and 
in short to do every act with that view, 
which affection, tempered with respect, would 
dictate. But his general line of duty is rather 
defined by modest regard than active advice, 
and by that gentle concurrence, which, though 
it sometimes influences, is anxious rather to 
second than to direct. 



On the Jifth commandment. 107 

Lastly this commandment requires children 
in all cases, where it may be wanted, to as- 
sist their parents. Nothing can absolve a 
child from the duty of assisting a parent in 
difficulty or want, whether it be by money, 
or labour, or personal service. A child fails in 
his duty, who suffers his parent to depend 
on public charity, when it is in his power by 
his own self-dettiaJ, active labour, or by any 
exertion to maintain him: and on the other 
hand the discharge of this duty is commonly 
found as beneficial to the child's character 
and happiness as a neglect of it is unfriendly 
to both. Observe, my brethren, with what 
tenderness and respect our gracious lord him- 
self fulfilled this branch of human duty, when 
during his own agony upon the cross with al- 
most his dying breath he commended his deso- 
late mother to the care of his beloved disciple ! 
But the duty, injoined in the text, does 
not relate merely to the connexion between 
a child and his natural parent. That is the 
origin, the first specimen of all human sub- 
ordination, and the foundation of the rest. 
But the ten commandments rather inculcate 
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principles than define duties ; and the prin- 
ciples, which they inculcate, are to be fol- 
lowed up by us into all the detail of ordinary 
life. Hence, if the fifth commandment re- 
quires us to love, honor, and succour our 
father and mother, it teaches us also to honor 
and obey the king, and all, that are put in 
authority under him. Indeed the scriptures 
are full of instructions, which shew us, that 
submission and obedience are good for men, 
that authority is dangerous, and subjection 
safe, and that in short before honour is humi- 
lity. Thus they exhort servants to be obe^ 
dient unto their own masters, and to please 
them well in all things, not answering again, 
not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity, 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God, our 
saviour, in all things ; and, as if to shew, that 
this is a duty, not to be limited by precise claims 
and laws and conditions, but to be universally 
acted upon, as being both suitable and bene- 
ficial to all mankind, it is even added-^' Ye 
* younger, submit yourselves unto the eldgtft 
V Yea. All of you, be subject, one to another, 
'and be clothed with humility, submitting 
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' yourselves one to another in the fear of 
4 God ! Submit yourselves to every ordinance 
*6f man for the Lord's sake, whether it be 

* the king, as supreme, or unto governors, as 

* unto them, that are sent by him for the 
4 punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise 
'of them, that do well!' 

' Still, as a matter of duty, it is to be held 
the business of those, whom the relations of 
society regard, as the inferior, though they are 
in fact of equal importance with others to the 
general welfare, to render obedience to the 
superiors, to submit even under grievances, td 
be respectful, submissive and humble, because* 
such is by divine appointment the duty of their 
station, and in short to let every soul be sub-' 
ject unto the higher powers, because the! 
powers, that be, are ordained of God. 

: Many, no doubt, are the hardships, which 
those, who render a conscientious obedience 
to this precept, may have to sustain from those, 
who care not for God. But even these hard- 
ships are good for them, and are in fact sent 
for their profit : and it is our peculiar calling 
to endure hardness* ^s good soldiers of Jesus; 
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Christ; for we have need of patience, that, 
after we have done the will of God, we .might 
receive the promise. Hence the apostles ex- 
horted the slaves of their day, though exposed 
to many cruelties, to submit with cheerfulness, 
not looking for a present mitigation of their 
lot, but rather looking for that blessed hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, our 
saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people.. Thus 
saint Peter says — ' Servants, be subject to your 

* masters with all fear, not only to the good 

* and gentle, but also to the froward ! ; and 
saint Paul— ' Servants, obey in all things your 
' masters according to the flesh, not with eye 

* service, as men pleasers, but in singleness of 

* heart, fearing God, knowing, that of the 
c .Lord ye shall receive the reward of the in- 
' heritance ! For ye serve the Lord, Christ/ 

Indeed it is the duty of governors to rule 
with gentleness, as remembering, that theirs is 
a delegated power, and that the origin of their 
authority is paternal. Every master should 
regard himself, as a father to his servants, 
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every mistress, as a mother ; and as they are 
entitled to honour, so they should endeavor to 
deserve it, as a voluntary tribute of real affec- 
tion, by consulting the welfare of those en- 
trusted to their care. But, even if they abuse 
their trust, and deal hardly with their de- 
pendents, what is the language of scripture? 
When this was the case with Hagar, and she 
fled from the face of Sarai, the angel of the 
Lord said unto her — ' Return to thy mistress, 
' and submit thyself under her hands ! ' 

In short that submission to the authority of 
superiors, which results from honoring them, 
as the delegates of God, is universally enforced 
upon us in scripture, as a maxim of religion, 
and as a fixed principle in the constitution of 
human society : and hence, when to the obliga- 
tions of civil intercourse is superadded the 
bond of ecclesiastical union, the same principle 
is kept steadily in view; and we are com- 
manded to know them, which labor among us, 
and are over us in the Lord, and admonish us, 
and to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake, nay, further to obey them, 
that have the rule mer us, and submit our- 
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selves ; for they watch for our souls, as they, 
that must give account. 

What then can be more at variance with 
these precepts than that disposition to question, 
to criticize, and to censure every ordinance of 
our superiors, which is, alas ! too common in 
all ranks of society, which commonly proceeds 
to censure, before it has begun to inquire, and 
is ever liable to the charge of speaking evil of 
the things, that they understand not ? 

Doubtless there are bounds to the duty of 
obedience. When a governor discards alto- 
gether the character of a parent, he forfeits all 
claim to the honour, due from a child. But fa- 
such a case the loss is not less the child's than: 
the parent's ; for the act of honour is a benefit 
to the character of the inferior, while it is only 
an accession to the dignity of the superior. 
Here however another question presents itself. 
To what extent must this honour be carried T 
Should our natural parents wish to engage us 
in any course of action, that is unchristian, 
must we honor them so far as to obey? No, 
and for this reason. Saint Paul actually sets a 
limit to the command, which stops short of this 
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poiat of compliance. ' Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord!' It is only, while our 
Parents command what may be performed in 
tfye Lord, or in consistency with our relation to 
Christ, Jesus, that we are required to obey them. 
Again, should our civil governors order us to 
do something, which is positively forbidden by 
(jod, are we to honor them so far as to obey ? 
No. Saint Peter has set us the example, and 
furnished lis with the principle, which must 
guide us. ' We ought to obey God rather than 
' man.' The second table is binding. But 
the first table is still more so: and we must 
take care, that the honour we pay to man do 
Oot encroach upon the honour, which is due to 
God. 

But there is a further question. Does the 
hpnpur, due to our superiors, require us to 
submit to every kind of oppression and insult 
apd violence without resorting to those means 
qf , self-defence, which Providence has placed 
within our reach ? I reluctantly advert to such 
a question ; for although it is necessary some- 
times to put extreme cases with a view to try 
the strength of a principle, yet there is scarcely 
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a principle in human life, which will bear 
being pushed to extremes. There is neces- 
sarily an accommodation to be made between 
contending principles, in order that neither of 
them may be driven to an absurdity ; and we 
must take care so to interpret every rule as not 
in our observance of one to infringe others. 
Thus an entire forfeiture of the paternal cha- 
racter in governors may amount to a forfeiture 
of all claim to filial honour, and consequently 
to filial obedience. At what point this for- 
feiture is incurred, is a fearful question, the 
determination of which is not to be lightly 
hazarded. But it has pleased almighty Pro- 
vidence so to constitute human society, that 
we are continually placed in circumstanced, 
where contending principles require to be ba- 
lanced, and conflicting claims to be adjusted, 
that so we may never act from mere mechanical 
regulation, but be always called upon to exer- 
cise a discretion, for the soundness of which 
we must one day give account. In the exercise 
of this discretion conscience is commonly a safe 
guide, if we would follow its dictates faithfully; 
and our supreme ruler has promulgated all his 
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commandments in general terms, as if to shew, 
that we can never be without a necessity for 
consulting that guide, as our best casuist in 
difficulty. This however may safely be laid 
down, as a general maxim, that from indivi- 
duals to their governors the duty of subjection 
even under oppression and misrule is absolute, 
and that the forfeiture can never be presumed, 
except where the duty of protection is al- 
together lost sight of, and a whole community 
is affected by the grievance. 

To conclude, brethren, honor those, who are 
set over you! Believe, that, even though you 
see not the reason of their directions, they may 
have other reasons than a mere love of rule ! 
Be willing to suppose, that they mean your 
good ! and, even if they do not, remember the 
example of your lord and saviour, who, even 
when he was reviled, reviled not again, who, 
when he suffered, threatened not, but committed 
himself to him, that judgeth righteously ! 
Wherefore let them, that suffer according to the 
will of God, commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well doing, as unto a faithful creator ! 

This conduct, even if it fail to conciliate your 
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superiors, will at least benefit yourselves. It 
will indicate, and it will strengthen a confor- 
mity of heart to the will of the sovereign 
lawgiver ; and it will be favorable to the 
cultivation of that peace of mind, for which 
we daily pray, but which a captious and 
unhumbled temper, ever ready to find fault 
with direction, and to resist control, will be 
sure to repress, if it does not extinguish, 

I will add, that a disposition, like this, if 
studied in submission to the command, and in 
dependence upon the grace of God, is the very 
disposition, to which in the fifth commandment 
he has promised his blessing. Cultivate it, as 
the command of God, enforced by the example 
of Christ, and conformable to the mind of the 
spirit ! and may you thus learn to ascend from 
the practice of honoring your parents on Earth 
to that of honoring your father in Heaven 
through Jesus Christ, our lord ! For all the 
promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
amen, unto the glory of God. 



«v 



SERMON VI. 



Exodus xx. 13, 14, 15, 16. 

* Thm shall not kill. Thou shalt not commit 
€ adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
' not bear false witness against thy neighbour.' 

THE rights of man have often been agitated 
by persons, who neither know, what they are, 
nor on what basis they rest. It is therefore 
no wonder, if the term itself has been abused 
to vile and dangerous purposes, till it has be- 
come almost impossible to mention it without 
exciting the idea of its being made a cover for 
the most outrageous wrongs, that have ever 
been inflicted on society. Here, however, in 
the text is the true charter of the rights of 
man, proceeding from the lips of his creator. 
He alone, who made us what we are, could 
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confer upon us the rights, which we possess, 
as it is written — ' A man can receive nothing, 
' except it were given him from Heaven'—: and 
accordingly in the sixth, seventh, eighth, and 
ninth of his commandments the Lord has him- 
self enumerated the rights, to which by his 
grant every man, born into this world, is 
entitled. They are delivered in the form of a 
prohibition to the rest of the world to infringe 
them. But they are stated in their natural 
order, and shew us, that every human being 
has an inherent and original right first to life, 
secondly to the security of family intercourse, 
thirdly to his property, and lastly to his good 
name. These rights are secured to him by 
the fundamental law of his existence ; and he, 
who gave them to him, has himself undertaken 
to visit the wilful violation of them upon the 
head of the offender. Tremble, ye, who medi- 
tate evil against your neighbour in secret, and 
fondly say — ' No eye shall see me ' — ! For he, 
who made of one blood all families of the earth, 
and whose eyes are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good, will bring every work 
into judgment with every secret thing, who- 
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ever be the doer of it, however it be per- 
formed, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. When he maketh inquisition for blood, 
he forgetteth not the complaint of the poor. 
The wrongs of the humblest peasant, of the 
slave, and of the infant will plead for venge- 
ance before him against the powerful sinner 
and the accomplished tyrant ; and every 
violation of those natural rights, which he 
has conferred on society, unless previously 
repented of, will then be visited on the 
head of the offender. 

Accordingly I have classed these four com- 
mandments together, because they constitute 
the whole of that claim, which all men have 
upon all. The fifth commandment regulates 
the duties of inferiors to those, who are set 
over them. These four regard all men, as 
equal, and form a body of rights, which are 
in all respects reciprocal; for, till they have 
been cancelled by the misconduct of the pos- 
sessor, they are as sacred in the person of a 
peasant, as in that of a monarch, and equal 
guilt attends the infraction of them, whoever 
may be the perpetrator. 
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But I wish, my brethren, in examining these 
commandments to consider not so much, how 
they may be violated, as how they may be 
observed: and in pursuing this inquiry I am 
led by infallible authority; for the apostle, 
Paul, himself has told you, that love is 
the fulfilling of the law. ' He, that loveth 
' another,' (says that eminent apostle) ' hath 
' fulfilled the law : for this commandment — 
' " Thou shalt not commit adultery " — and this 
' — " Thou shalt not kill ' — and this—" thou 
' " shalt not steal "— and this—" Thou shalt 
' " not bear false witness " — and (he even adds) 
' — " Thou shalt not covet" — and (then says he) 
' if there be any other commandment, it is all 
' briefly comprehended in this saying, namely— 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour, as thyself. " 

My present business therefore is to shew» 
what would be the operation of mutual love 
in securing the fulfilment of each of these comr 
mandments : and may he, whose gracious name 
is Love, fill us all with that true love, which 
renders every commandment easy ! 

First then with regard to the sixth com* 
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mandment we are told, that whosoever hateth 
his brother, is a murderer. We hence per- 
ceive, that the commandment is designed to 
strike at the root of the crime, which it pro- 
hibits, and by banishing hatred to remove every 
temptation to take away the life of another. 
Here, as in the other commandments, the 
principal act is named ; and under that prin- 
cipal act every thought and purpose, which has 
a direct tendency to prompt or to promote 
it, must be understood to be forbidden. For 
human actions are not arbitrary or accidental. 
They result from personal character, from set- 
tled dispositions of mind, or fixed habits of 
thought, insomuch, that he, who indulges any 
forbidden desire, is often unable to refrain from 
gratifying it, when an opportunity occurs. If 
therefore he would abstain from the sinful act 
prohibited, he must first be relieved from the 
sinful desire prompting. But in fact the scope 
of the precept goes further than this : for it 
is not merely, because evil inclinations lead 
to evil actions, that the inclinations them^ 
selves are required to be kept in order, but 
because the malignity of crime resides not so 
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much in the act committed as in the dispo- 
sition of mind, which prompted the act. As 
love is more valuable than any benefit of 
service, so hatred is more sinful than any act 
of hostility. As for the act itself, many oc- 
casions, may arise, which render it lawful. 
Though the law says peremptorily — ' Thou 
' shalt not kill' — , it is yet lawful, nay, it is 
a duty for a magistrate to punish capitally 
certain descriptions of offences. It is lawful 
in some cases to take away life in self- 
defence, in defence of our families, or, under 
the command of our lawful governors, in the 
defence of our country. But in no instance 
can hatred be lawful : for our lord himself, 
who best understood the extent of his own 
laws, has commanded us to love our enemies. 
Love then is the only state of the affections, 
in which this precept can be observed: for, 
unless love be implanted in the heart, the 
disposition of mind, which is here forbidden, 
is not eradicated. 

What then (we are led to ask), what is the 
line of conduct towards our neighbour, which 
love in the heart would dictate? But from 
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the necessity of entering into any doubtful 
disputations on this question we are saved by 
the authoritative answer of our lord himself: 
for he has solved it in that one comprehensive 
precept — * All things, whatsoever ye would, 
' that men should do to you, do ye even so 
' to them ! For this is the law and the pro- 
■' phets.' That is. Whatever rights in the 
first place ye would wish to have respected 
in yourselves, respect in others ! and whatever 
help in the second place you would require 
from them in your need, take care, that you 
afford them in theirs! This is the law, to 
which our conduct should be conformed. The 
law, by which those affections, which are the 
spring of conduct, should be governed, is yet 
more extensive — ' Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
' bour, as thyself.' With these two guides 
we shall not be much at a loss in any case 
of christian casuistry concerning any of our 
relative duties. They furnish us with prin- 
ciples indeed, which, could we strictly obey 
them, would secure our observance, and that 
not in letter only, but in spirit, not only of 
the sixth, but of the three next command* 
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ments, which follow. Let us attempt however 
to trace the mode of acting, which they 
would prescribe to a christian, in regard to 
each of these precepts separately ! 

With respect to the sixth commandment, 
which is now under consideration, if we in- 
deed regarded the life of our neighbour with 
the same feelings, with which we regard our 
own, (and less than this would not come up 
to the strictness of the precept to love our 
neighbour, as ourselves), we should take an 
equal interest, when it fell within the reach of 
our opportunities, in providing for his safety 
and comfort. The situation of each individual 
indeed limits his efforts of this kind neces- 
sarily within a narrow sphere. But it in all 
cases enables him to comprehend within it 
many individuals besides himself, and fully 
admits the constant application of that apos- 
tolical rule — * Let no man seek his own, 
f but every man another's wealth ! ' Occasion- 
ally indeed it happens to every one to have 
large occasions for benefiting his neighbour. 
lie. is sometimes called upon to display 
hi« ftymp&thy with him, not from any tie of 
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connexion or relationship, but simply, as he 
is a member of the universal family of man. 
If a neighbour were drowning, or his house 
were on fire, or he were exposed to im- 
minent danger from violence, even heathen 
morality would allow, that he, who should 
neglect him in his distress, and should suffer 
him to perish through his supineness and un- 
concern, could not be altogether guiltless of 
his blood. But love in the heart would prompt 
to much greater exertions than these, would 
enlarge the scale, and augment the labours 
of charity, by disposing us not only to relieve 
the^sufferings, but to promote the comforts of 
all, who may be in a situation to require, and 
to whom it may be in our power consistently 
with other engagements to extend assistance: 
for our fellow-man, whatever be his country, 
his colour, or his condition, is our neighbour, 
and our flesh ; and, as no man ever yet hated 
his own flesh, but loveth it and cherisheth 
it, so the royal law according to the scrip- 
ture commands us to extend to every one* 
to whom our influence can reach, his fair 
portion of that regard, which we are never 



128 On the sixth commandment. 

reluctant to bestow upon our own personal 
comfort and benefit. To this comprehensive 
charity there must be no limitation, but our 
power, and no exception whatever : for our 
lord has even said — ' Do good to them, which 
* hate you I ' — and his apostle has added — 
' If thine enemy hunger, feed him ! If he 
' thirst, give him drink ! ' Yet even still we 
have not gone to the full extent of the prin- 
ciple of this commandment : for, if it requires 
us to be so careful and active on behalf of our 
neighbour in providing for the life of his body, 
how much more does it urge us to promote 
the life of his soul ! How forcibly does it 
say to us — ' Destroy not him, for whom Christ 
' died ! Let not through thy neglect or 
4 indifference one weak brother perish, for 
' whom Christ died ! ' — ! If you are commanded 
to give to a destitute brother those things, 
which are needful to the body, how much 
rather should you give him those, which are 
needful to the soul! For your duty is this, 
to love him, as you love yourself. Now for 
yourself you are commanded to seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness: and 
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therefore for him also must you seek mis 
blessing before and above all others. If with 
the means of salvation, committed to your 
custody, you seek not to communicate them, 
if you see your neighbour's spiritual danger, 
and seek not to relieve it, if you perceive him 
walking blindly upon the edge of a precipice, 
and do not stretch out to him the helping hand, 
I see not, how you can altogether escape the 
censure of that law, according to the construc- 
tion, which our lord has put upon it, which 
says to you — ' Thou shalt not kill.' 

Let us next look to the seventh command- 
ment, and inquire, what conduct the law of 
love would prescribe to us in reference to this 
branch of our duty ! That unchaste thoughts, 
and every thing, which tends, even remotely, to 
impurity in conduct, are forbidden by it, I 
need not mention. They are in fact the main 
evils, that require correction, as in them resides 
the essence of all immorality, of which the 
outward act is only the occasional effect and 
expression. But the principle of love would 
not be satisfied with this exercise of self- 



128 On the seventh commandment. 

restraint for the government of our own con- 
duct. It would look also to the welfare and 
the purity of others ; and it would suggest an 
additional motive to a strict abstinence from 
that filthiness and foolish talking- and jesting, 
in which many delight, as well as from much 
in ordinary conversation, which can hardly be 
so characterized, in consideration of the de- 
basing and polluting influence, which it must 
have on all, who partake in it. A true chris- 
tian will regard his neighbours purity and 
honour, as his own, and will therefore be on 
his guard against remarks and actions, by 
which, though innocent in themselves, the de- 
licacy even of a stranger might be offended. 
But not only so. He will strive to render his 
intercourse with others not only innocent, but 
profitable. ' Let your speech' (says the apos- 
tle), ' be alway with grace, seasoned with salt! 
' Let it be such as becometh the gospel of 
' Christ, that it may not only be free from 
' corrupting principles, but may minister grace 
' unto the hearers ! ' The royal law according 
to the scriptures will prompt us not only to 
abstain from administering food to the corrupt 
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inclinations of others, but further to lead them 
l^to those high and heavenly thoughts, which 
\jre have found the only preservative of our 
qwn minds from the influence of the world, 
to contribute our aid towards setting their 
affections on things above, not on things on 
t&e earth, and thus to supply them with that 
nobler object of regard, which alone can 
ejffectually draw off their attachment froni 
unholy and unsatisfying delights, and render 
tfcm dead to the world. 

The same observations may be repeated in 
reference to the eighth commandment. With 
respect indeed to the direct prohibition of this 
commandment, it reaches evidently to many 
acts, of which some christians think but lightly. 
It forbids frauds upon public bodies as well as 
upon individuals. It forbids all delay in the 
payment of a just debt. It forbids also every 
degree of liberty with that, which is the pro- 
perty of another, without his express consent, 
however trifling its value, however tempting 
the opportunity. The strength of principle is 
often more clearly seen on small occasions* 

K 
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which impose no constraint, than on greater 
trials, which rouse all our energies into action : 
and he, who would appropriate to his own use 
trifles, belonging to his neighbour, such as he 
might not be likely to miss, shews more dis- 
honesty of heart than he, who is for once 
impelled by want or temptation to commit a 
larger theft. In reference even to these direct 
acts of dishonesty saint Paul does not think 
it unnecessary to say to a christian convert — 
' Let him, that stole, steal no more ! ' But he 
immediately adds, as if eager to supply him 
with a holier and directly opposite purpose — 
' Rather let him labor, working with his hands 
' the thing, which is good, that he may have to 
' give to him, that needeth ! ' Thus it w, that 
in the prohibition of stealing is included an 
injunction to liberality. Nay. We are com- 
manded in it to use both active exertion, and 
positive-self-denial, that we m^y not oply be 
witheld from injuring, but enabled to benefit 
our neighbour, that we may have to give to 
him, that needeth. Yet even this again falls 
short of the extent of beneficence, which the 
principle, implied in the command, would 
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inculcate : for, if we are to be thus faithful 
in the unrighteous mammon, how much more 
intent ought we to be on making our neighbour 
a partaker of the true riches ! If we ought to 
labor, where necessary, that we may be able 
to give bread to the hungry, how much more 
indefatigable ought we to be in supplying the 
word of life to a perishing soul ! And in this 
respect, as well as in others, every one may do 
more for his neighbour than he is well aware 
of. In the body of Christ every joint should 
supply its proper nutriment, and every part 
work in its due measure to the edifying of the 
whole body in love ; and therefore every in- 
dividual must endeavor not bnly to make every 
other a partaker, but to give him a larger share, 
if it were possible, than he has yet acquired, 
of that common interest in Christ Jesus, which 
after all is the only true property, of Which 
a genuine disciple of the saviour cannot be 
contented to be deprived. 
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Again in regard to the good name of our 
neighbour, which is the right, secured to him 
iii the ninth- commandment, it is far from being 
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sufficient, that we should not knowingly spread 
a false report to his disadvantage. We should 
be cautious of repeating, except for an ob- 
viously good reason, the evil, which is true. 
We should beware of being what the apdstles 
call tattlers, and busybodies in other men's 
matters, speaking things, which we ought not. 
The consciousness of our own infirmities should 
make us tender to the infirmities of our fellow- 
sinners ; and we should be ever ready to forget 
whatever we know of their offences, unless 
their own correction or the security of others 
make it necessary to call them to remembrance. 
This commandment speaks, like the rest, of 
the grossest act of that class of offences, which 
it forbids, namely that of delivering false evi- 
dence against our neighbour in a court of 
justice. But he, who has the love of his 
neighbour in his heart, will be led into the 
directly opposite line of conduct. I might 
recite many little acts of malicious credulity 
and mischievous officiousness, too common in 
the world, from which he will scrupulously 
abstain. He will beware especially of men- 
tioning injurious reports to a third party, which 
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he has not the courage or opportunity to make 
known to the person himself, who is the sub- 
ject of them : for it is in this way, that a false 
witness gains currency in society, and cha- 
racters are undermined in the dark. Indeed 
this I cannot refrain from saying on the pre- 
sent occasion, that, bad as the world is, the 
greater portion of the evil-speaking, which 
preTails in it, originates in mistake. Mutual 
explanations continually satisfy divided friends, 
or even acquaintances, newly introduced, that 
they had in many respects misconstrued each 
other's motives and actions: and hence it be- 
comes us to be fearful in circulating an evil 
witness against any one, lest we should unwit- 
tingly and against our intention bear false 
witness. ' Be not thou * (says the apostle) ' a 
• partaker of other men's sins ! ' But I am 
rather to shew, according to my original pur- 
pose, what the love of his neighbour will 
pfompt a christian to do, than what the terrors 
of the law will restrain him from doing. It 
will dispose him to put a candid construction 
upon all his neighbour's errors. It will make 
him watchful for opportunities to admonish him 
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tenderly for his faults, and aid him in correct-' 
ing them, rather than forward to report them 
to others. It will make him fearful of quench-? 
ing the smoking flax, or breaking the bruised 
reed, slow to censure, forward to restore, dwel- 
ling with evident reluctance on faults, which 
he cannot deny, and even carefully removing all 
impediments from the recovery of a character, 
which has been justly forfeited, through that 
beautiful . exercise of christian charity, which. 
consists in hiding the multitude of sins. Above 
all it will make* him. eagerly desirous to assist 
his neighbour in the attainment of that name, 
which alone is truly worth preserving, the, 
name, which is written in the lamb's book o£ 
life: for a sincere christian will be always 
intent on promoting his, neighbour's highest 
interest, and on seeking for him that honour, 
which cometh from God only. 

Having thus, my brethren, considered briefly 
the spiritual import of the four commandments, 
which relate to the four principal rights of om 
neighbour, allow me in conclusion to call your 
attention to an incident in the gospel, in which 
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they were all quoted by our gracious lord 
himself ! A rich man came to him, accosted 
him by the title of good master, and asked 
him, what he should do, that he might inherit 
eternal life. Jesus said unto him — ' Why 
' callest thou me good ? There is none good, 
' but one. That is God. Thou knowest the 
* commandments — " Do not commit adultery ! 
" Do not kill ! Do not steal ! Do not bear false 
44 witness ! Honor thy father and mother I" 
And he answered and said unto him — ' All 
' these have I observed frottx my youth.' Are 
yens able to make the same profession ? Alas \ 
When the true import and spiritual extent' 
pf these commandments is considered, who is 
there, that can refrain from saying — * AH 
•these have I too greatly neglected from my 
f yemth*— ? One effect of the law of God is 
to humble us undetf a sense of our repeated 
transgressions : and, if that effect has in any 
degree been attained by the exposition, now 
offered to you, itiy beloved brethren* it may 
then be said to each of vou, who has found it 
so—' Thou art not; far from the kingdom of 
' God.' The design of that kingdom is to 
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redeem from all iniquity a people, who may 
henceforward serve him faithfully according 
to his commandments. If there be therefore 
any here, who, being conscious of past trans- 
gressions, and feeling the burden of their 
known sins, are desirous to be delivered from 
them in future, I have only further to say to 
them — ' Come unto Christ, who is rich in 
' mercy, to pardon you for your past trans- 
' gressions, and to furnish you with abundant 
' grace, whereby you may learn by gradual 

* advances from day to day to keep the law, 

* which you have so often broken ! Nay, and 
' notwithstanding your past offences he offers 
' you even now eternal life, unspotted purity, 
' a heavenly inheritance, and an everlasting 
€ name, not indeed, as the reward of your 

* obedience, but as the purchase of his own ; 
' and he thus says to you in one plain sum- 
' mary of his pure and spiritual law — " This is 
" my will concerning you, as I have loved you, 
" that ye also love one another" — ; and again — 
f< This is my commandment, that ye love one 
M another, as I have loved you." 



SERMON VII. 



Exodus xx. 17. 

* Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house. Thou 
1 shalt not covet thy neighbours vrife, nor his 
1 manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
4 nor his ass, nor any thing, that is thy neigh- 
* bow's' 

THE first and last of the ten commandments 
inculcate the two principles, on which, as our 
lord said in his divine commentary upon them, 
hang all the law and the prophets. ' Thou 
' shalt have no other gods before me. Thou 
€ shalt not covet any thing, that is thy neigh- 
' hour's.' These two maxims, spiritually in- 
terpreted, will be found to injoin that supreme 
love to God, and that impartial love to man, 
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which our saviour represents, as the scope ancT 
consummation of all the commandments. The 
other eight carry these principles into the 
detail of life, and shew, in what actions they 
must be exemplified, if we would observe them 
truly, according to that practical application 
of the law of charity, made by St. James — 
' If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute 
' of daily food, and one of you say unto them — 
" Depart in peace ! Be ye warmed and filled !" 
' — , notwithstanding ye give them not those 
' things, which are needful to the body, what 
' doth it profit V Thus the first command- 
ment fixes the principle of our duty to God — 
' Thou shalt have no other gods before me.' 
If it be asked — ' How are we to shew, that 
* we have no other gods before Jehovah, but 
' are indeed disposed to glorify him, as God, 
' and be thankful ? ' — the answer is—' Thou 
' shalt not make unto thee any graven imager 
' Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy 
' God, in vain. Remember the sabbath-day, to 
' keep it holy I ' So also the tenth command- 
ment fixes the principle of our duty to ow 
neighbour. * Thou shalt not covet any thing, 
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' that is thy neighbour's.' If then it be asked 
— ' How are we to shew, that we have no 
4 covetous disposition towards our neighbour, 

* but are indeed disposed, as we are com- 
' manded, to love him, as ourselves ? ' — , the 
answer is — * Thou shalt not bear false witness. 
' Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not commit 

* adultery. Thou shalt not kill. Honor thy 
' father and thy mother ! ' In this way the 
principle of the ten commandments is placed, 
as an entrance-gate, at the two extremities, 
like the flaming sword of the cherubim, which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life, while we are at the same time 
secured by the particulars, contained in all the 
intermediate commandments, from the vain 
delusion, to which however corrupt nature 
is unhappily prone, that an empty, unsub- 
stantial principle, not shewing itself in any 
positive act, will serve the purpose of It just 
and godly obedience-, Moreover even in this 
last commandment, which closes with so ge- 
neral and comprehensive a prohibition, no less 
than six particulars are specified, from which 
we may judge, how entirely it enters into 
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the detail of common life, and requires to 
be exemplified in our ordinary practice. 

We are to consider therefore the tenth and 
last commandment, as comprehending the 
whole of our duties to our neighbour, and 
branching out into all the particulars of ordi- 
nary practice. We can scarcely engage in any 
transaction, to which the restraining voice — 
' Thou shalt not covet '—does not reach ; and 
especially in all questions of competition and 
rivalry it imposes a check upon our proceed- 
ings, of which, in proportion as it is obeyed, 
society at large must feel the benefit. It will 
be necessary therefore, in order to perceive the 
whole drift and bearing of the commandment, 
to be somewhat particular in our observations, 
and to look a little into the condition and 
necessities of social intercourse. May God 
guide us in our meditations, and enable us to 
apprehend and submit to the whole force of his 
law, a law, contrary indeed to the impulses 
of nature, but in the same degree adapted to 
correct its vices ! 

The arrangements of divine Providence for 
the sustenance of our species are such, that for 
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the most part we can only enjoy our part in 
his bounty by excluding others. I say for the 
most part, because there are gifts of Provi- 
dence, and those too among the richest and 
most valuable, which are divided without 
appropriation, and suffer no diminution by 
being shared with numbers* Such are the 
light and heat of the sun, the air we breathe, 
the water of a river or of a spring, such also, 
though these belong rather to the luxuries than 
to the necessaries of human life, the enjoyment 
of a beautiful prospect, the fragrance of the fields, 
the cheerful melody of the birds, and the rich 
coloring and varied scenery of the sky, which 
open their stores to all observers without being 
impaired or wasted by use, while their effect 
upon our spirits and happiness is probably such 
as should call for a larger return of gratitude 
than is commonly offered. But with respect 
to food and raiment, which an apostle specifies, 
as the most pressing wants of humanity, to 
which may be added the shelter of our or 
dinary dwelling, these are blessings, in which 
each individual can only enjoy his own por- 
tion by excluding others. That food for in- 



142 On the tenth commandment. 

stance, or that clothing, or that lodging, which 
is necessary for one man's comfort, will not 
serve the purposes of another : for, though men 
may be partners in these commodities, each 
member consumes his own share, and the 
stock must be increased in proportion to the 
numbers, who are to partake of it. Hence 
it is clear, that, it being made necessary by 
the law of nature, that each individual should 
provide for himself and his family, it never 
can be designed by the law of revelation to 
forbid the acquisition of property, nor conse- 
quently to prohibit us from desiring to procure 
for ourselves what others also may be equally 
desirous to possess. This sort of competition 
results from the very circumstances, in which 
we are placed, and, if carried on in a spirit 
of love, can never be construed into a violation 
of the command, which says — ' Thou shalt 
f not covet.' At the same time this prohibi- 
tion is placed, as a caution against every 
misuse of the privilege, or perversion of the 
duty. It is written — ' Thou shalt not covet 
4 anything, that is thy neighbour's.' Conse- 
quently any possession, that is already appro- 
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priated, though it may be far more desirable 
to us than to the possessor, is sacred. It is 
no longer a thing, that we may possess. It 
is no longer an object, that we may even 
desire. If indeed he shews an inclination to 
part with it, we may then seek on his terms 
and with his permission to obtain it. But 
otherwise the law lays its restriction upon 
the roving of the desire, and forbids us even 
to look with an eye of envy or desire upon 
that, which belongs to another. Yet this is 
not the whole extent of the prohibition: for 
not only the indulgence of a wish for that, 
which is the property of our neighbour, but 
the inordinate desire of accumulation, the love 
of gain, though not accompanied with any 
apparent disregard of the rights of others, is 
stigmatized with the name of covetousness ; 
and we must interpret the command, as pointed 
against all selfishness, or. in other words, 
against that pursuit of personal aggrandize- 
ment, or wealth, which might have the effect 
of contracting our charity, or of rendering us 
forgetful, on whose bounty we depend for 
our daily bread. 
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This then is the extent of the command, 
considered, as a prohibitory enactment- While 
it is our duty to be industrious, to be pro- 
vident, to take care for ourselves and our 
families, that we may not be chargeable to 
others, while therefore we are not only per-: 
mitted r but encouraged, nay, commanded to 
appropriate to our own use that portion of the, 
common stock of the Lord's free bounty, which 
may be needful, we are forbidden even to 
wish for that, which another has appropriated, 
or to seek even by lawful means such an in- 
crease to our own stores as would exceed 
the measure of christian moderation. That 
is, the moderation of a man, who knows, that 
he is but a stranger and a sojourner here* 
and that his true home and his true treasure 
is in Heaven. There is indeed one species 
of covetousness, and only one, which is not 
forbidden by God. Covet earnestly the best 
gifts of Ihe spirit I Covet the favour of God! 
Covet the knowledge of him, and that r€i* 
semblance of him, which is attainable by a 
creature 1 This is a covetousness, which will 
banish all others ; and the more you grow in 
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it, the less will worldly advantages appear 
Irorthy to be coveted. 

How many evils would be spared to the 
world, if such were the maxims, on which 
6ven christians uniformly acted ! Whence come 
wars and fightings among you ? Come they 
ntot hence, even of your lusts, that war in 
your members? This is a question, equally 
applicable to the wars, which desolate the 
earth, and to the petty rivalries, which dis- 
quiet the peace of private individuals. By 
setting our hearts unduly upon objects, which 
we cannot secure, we are led to regard with 
dislike our more successful competitors, tb 
believe tales to their disadvantage, to thwart 
them in their plans or pleasures, and in short 
to violate in various ways that charity, Which, 
a# saint Paul tells us, is the fulfilment of the 
lawi Hence neighbours in the same business 
are too often found to disagree'; and those, 
who from the same beginnings have outrun 
others in the race of worldly prosperity, are 
commonly viewed with jealousy tether than 
congratulation by those, who are behind them. 
But how different is this from the rule of the 
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divine law — >' Thou shalt not covet ' — > I Where 
christians are rivals or competitors, there should 
at least be the same absence of personal ill 
will, which is shewn (I should be ashamed 
of the comparison, if there were not ground 
for it) by pugilists in a contest for distinction, 
or by honorable enemies in a field of battlev 
Saint Paul indeed carries this principle much 
further, when he says — ' Let nothing be done 

* through strife or vain glory ! But in low- 
' liness of mind let each esteem other better 

* than themselves! Look not every man on 
' his own things, but every man also on the 

* things of others 1 ' However I only desire 
to say at present, that the tenth commandment 
is broken, if you are not always ready to ac- 
quiesce in the success of a rival, to congratulate 
his prosperity, and even to rejoice for his sake 
in the event of a trial, by which your own 
hopes are disappointed. 

But we do not justice, brethren, to any of 
the commandments by regarding them simply 
in the light of prohibitions. They take that 
form chiefly in consideration of our propensity 
to act in opposition to them : for the law, as 
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saint Paul teaches us, is made for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sin- 
ners, for unholy and profane. But there is 
none of the commandments, which can be 
properly complied with by merely abstaining 
from the act, which they forbid, without prac- 
tising also the opposite virtue. Not to commit 
murder, not to act unchastely, not to steal, not 
to bear false witness, these instances of obe- 
dience, even if they were strictly practicable 
in the absence of some opposite principle, 
prompting us to observe them, would still be 
a very imperfect degree of conformity to the 
will of the legislator. That, which fulfils the 
tew, must not be a mere negative quality, 
displayed in refraining from wrong. It must 
be a positive exercise of those graces, with 
which the commission of it is incompatible: 
and therefore neither indifference, nor pru- 
dence, nor even innocence itself is represented 
to us in scripture,- as a sufficient fulfilment of 
the law. Love is the fulfilment of the law. 
' He, that loveth another/ (says saint Paul) 
* hath fulfilled the law : for the whole sub- 
' stance of it is comprehended in this saying, 

l 2 
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4 namely — " Them shalt love thy neighbour, as 
• " thyself." f 

What then do we learn from the application 
of this principle to the tenth commandment? 
We learn from it, that, if we are not to covet 
our neighbour's prosperity, we ought on the 
contrary to promote it, to seek his welfare, and 
to pursue it according to our opportunities, 
as we pursue our own. Saint Paul has given 
us an expanded commentary upon this com- 
mandment, when he said — ' Put on therefore, 
' as the elect of God, holy, and beloved, bowels 
' of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
' meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one ano* 
' ther, and forgiving one another, if any man 
* have a quarrel against any! Even as Christ 
' forgave you, so also do ye ! and above all 
' these things put on charity, which is the 
' bond of perfectness ! ' It is something to* 
wards an observance of this precept to abstain 
from mere covetousness, to acquiesce in the 
success of others, to be gentle to their infirmi- 
ties, forbearing to their errors, forgiving to their 
faults. But if you would have the bond of 
perfectness, you must put on charity. That 
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is, — you must not only acquiesce in, but desire 
their happiness, and promote it, as you would 
promote your own. The utmost reach of 
human philanthropy does not exceed the 
scope of this commandment. Whatever you 
can do, that will advance the general good 
tf all mankind, whatever you can do, that will 
promote the peace and comfort of your imme- 
diate neighbour, whether he be a dependent, 
an equal, or a superior, you owe him by virtue 
of this commandment. This is the case with 
regard even to the comforts and possessions 
of this life, in which that, which is given 
to another, is coftimonly so much lost to 
die giver. How much more then must it 
apply to the riches and happiness of that, 
which is to come! In regard to that life at 
least, there is no room for covetousness. Its 
gifts are free, as air, and diffusive, as light. 
The farther they are communicated, the more 
they are enjoyed. The portion of one indivi* 
dual is no diminution to the stock of another. 
But on the contrary every heir of salvation 
will derive an accession to his happiness from 
Witnessing the multitudes, to whom it is ghren ; 
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and on Earth certainly, where salvation is pro- 
gressive, nothing contributes so essentially to 
its progress in ourselves as the aid we render 
to the salvation of our fellow-sinners. Can we, 
my brethren, grudge to the meanest of our 
brethren the hope, the promise, the means 
of salvation ? Can we refuse to afford him our 
assistance towards enjoying them? Can we 
hesitate to spend, or be spent, if by so doing 
we can in any direct way secure his delive- 
rance from the wrath to come, and further 
his attainment of the everlasting inheritance ? 
Oh, if we do, we have little of the spirit of 
our gracious redeemer, little of that spirit, 
which dictated the command — * Thou shalt 
'love thy neighbour, as thyself.' Yet, alas! 
how far is this from being the spirit even of 
professing christians! 

You see, then, my brethren, now, what is 
the morality of the ten commandments, and 
how truly it has been summed up by our 
divine master in those two comprehensive 
precepts—' Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, 
' with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with 
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' all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and 
' thy neighbour, as thyself.' Yet, if this be 
our code of duty, what in few words, what in 
a summary view of it does it imply ? Nothing 
less than this, that we are to love God so 
entirely, that it would be clearly impossible 
with our present faculties to love him better, 
that we are to extend to our neighbour, to 
every human being, to our personal enemy, 
if we have one, to every individual, who has 
in any way deserved ill of us, as well as to 
those, who have deserved well, a degree of 
love and affection, not second, but equal to 
that, which we entertain for ourselves, that 
we are to seek his welfare, as our own, and 
be willing to deny ourselves, where there is 
occasion, for his benefit. 

This is a high standard : and who can reach 
it? We cannot indeed look at it stedfastly 
without being at once convinced by it of sin, 
without perceiving, that we have never come 
near to the rule, which marks the line of our 
duty, without acknowledging, that undoubtedly 
righteousness cannot come by the law. 

And this is one of the important uses, which 
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the revelation of that law is designed to an- 
swer. He, who gave it, knew, how infinitely 
below its demands even the best of our dege- 
nerate species would fall. But he knew also, 
that it was most necessary for us to be made 
acquainted with our deviations for the purpose 
of our being enabled ultimately to correct them, 
and that we must be humbled by a knowledge 
of our transgressions, before we can be qua- 
lified to repair, or to avoid them : for assuredly, 
brethren, however contented we may now 
be to fall short of known duty, there is no 
perfect happiness to be attained, except in 
entire conformity to the laws of our maker; 
nor should the aim of a christian be anything 
less than this, to bring every thought to the 
obedience of Christ, that he may be able 
through his grace to fulfil in heart and spirit 
the spiritual directions of his law. 

And this is a second important use of it, 
that we may have continually before our eyes 
the divine pattern, to which though by nature 
we be unable, because indisposed, to yield a 
just obedience, the grace of our God is able 
to produce in us a gradually growing, and ulti- 
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mately a perfect conformity, that we may 
not be in danger of resting satisfied with low 
attainments in religion, but, like the traveller 
among the Alps or the Andes, may find every 
step in advance increase our desire, as it in* 
creases our perception, of the heights, that 
are still to be reached-. We should say, as 
David said—' My hands will I lift up unto 
' thy commandments, which I have loved ; and 
' my study shall be in thy statutes.' 

While pursuing this course, though we shall 
find indeed, that our best performances fall 
infinitely short of the standard of purity, to 
which we aspire, we need not be disquieted 
by the failure, because the difference will 
never be imputed to any, who rely on the 
saviour, and serve God continually in the 
spirit: for there is now no condemnation to 
them, which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit. Those, 
who are making constant advances, though 
slow and short, are not disheartened by the 
length of the way, or the distance of their 
home: for the sense of progress gives them 
courage and confidence. But a christian has 
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not only the sense of progress, to hold him 
up. That, alas ! is often far too weak to en- 
courage him ; and it is counteracted by occa- 
sional impediments, and indeed by frequent 
declensions. But he has the promise, the 
presence, the help of his saviour, and the 
comfort of the spirit, emboldening him against 
hope to believe in hope, and to hold the be- 
ginning of his confidence stedfast unto the end. 
Only let him keep his eye constantly fixed on 
the perfection of his model ! and then, though 
the consciousness of failure may discourage 
him for a time, the view of the distant goal 
will reanimate his flagging powers, while he 
beholds his saviour at the end of the course, 
holding out to him the promised crown, and 
feels the strengthening influence of his spirit, 
helping him to press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
May God bless you in these meditations! 
May he fill you with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 
that ye may walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God ! 
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Psalm xciv. 12, 13, 14, 

' Blessed is the man, whom thou chastenest, Lord, 
' and teachest him in thy law, that thou mayest 
1 give him patience in time of adversity, until the 
1 pit be digged up for the ungodly : for the Lord 
1 will not fail Ms people, neither will he forsake 
c his inheritance. 9 

SO long a time has now elapsed since the 
appointment of a day, either for national hu- 
miliation, or for national thanksgiving, that it 
becomes needful to introduce any observations, 
which may seem proper at the present season, 
by some exposition of the reasons, which render 
such occasional solemnities exceedingly expe- 
dient and profitable. 

The division of the world into families and 
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tongues and lands and nations is not fortui- 
tous. It is a divine appointment: and the 
providence of God accordingly deals with 
mankind, not only as individuals, but as 
members of communities. Moreover it is in 
his government of them in the latter capacity, 
that his interposition is most conspicuous. 
As individuals, men will all be recompensed 
according to their works at the last day. But 
the sound of that last trumpet, which shall 
summon men from their graves, to receive their 
final sentence, and enter upon their everlasting 
portion, will put an end to all national and 
corporate distinctions. The providence of God 
will no longer deal with them in that character: 
and consequently, if nations are to be rewarded 
and punished according to their works, the 
dispensations of his justice to them must be 
limited to the present scene, and be begun, 
carried forward, and ended here. 

Now, that the almighty governor does regard 
the conduct of nations, and execute judgments 
upon them accordingly, is abundantly evident 
from numerous declarations and examples in 
scripture. 
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The dealings of God with the people of 
Israel may be regarded, as a peculiar case. 
Yet it is surely instructive to observe in it, that 
the Lord dealt with them in judgment or in 
mercy according to their guilt or obedience, 
and that they are even now, as a nation, expe- 
riencing the. predicted result of those crimes, 
of which their ancestors were guilty, when they 
crucified the lord of glory. 

JBfowever, we may pass them by for the pre- 
sent* and observe rather the tenderness and 
forbearance of God towards the inhabitants 
of Canaan, whose land was taken from them for 
their wickedness, and bestowed upon the de- 
scqndants of Abraham, while even these were 
kept out of the possession of their promised 
inheritance for centuries, because the iniquity 
of the Amorites was not yet full. 

The bible moreover expressly reveals the 
dispensations of God towards many nations, 
nay, foretels those dispensations, together with 
the reasons, on which they were founded, in 
very memorable language, of which we may 
in these days witness the fulfilment. 

The glory of ancient Nineveh fills even now 
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a large space in the history of the world ; and 
the book of Jonah records concerning it, that 
Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
days' journey. The same book informs us; 
that a message was sent from God to that city; 
which was this — * Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
' shall be overthrown.' The particular causes, 
which led to this terrible denunciation, are not 
recorded. But the sequel of it is well known. 
For the people of Nineveh believed God, find 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth from 
the greatest of them even to the least of them j 
and God saw their works, that they turne^ 
from their evil way ; and God repented of the 
evil, that he had said, that he would do unto 
them ; and he did not. Yet they afterwards 
relapsed: and then this irrevocable sentence 
followed. ' Because of the multitude of the 
' whoredoms of the well-favored harlot* the 
' mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations 
' through her whoredoms, and families through 
4 her witchcrafts, behold ! I am against thee'— 
saith the Lord of hosts. ' What do ye imaging 
' against the Lord ? He will make an utter end. 
' Affliction shall not rise up the second time. 
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*' He will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry, 
' like a wilderness ; and flocks shall lie down 

* in the midst of her, all the beasts of the 
' nations. Both the cormorant and the bittern 

* shall lodge in the upper lintels of it. Their 
€ voice shall sing in the windows. Desolation 
' shall be in the thresholds.' And now what 
is the result ? Generation after generation has 
passed away; silence reigns in her palaces; 
and the mere wildness of desolation, where 
grass grows upon irregular mounds, which may 
have once been buildings, warrants the con- 
jecture, that this was Nineveh. 

Let us turn to Babylon, the seat of that 
empty boast of its great monarch — € Is not 
' this great Babylon, that I have built for the 

* house of the kingdom by the might of my 

* power, and for the honour of my majesty V 
On this also the ban of prophecy was de- 
nounced. It had been employed by the 
almighty, as the executioner of his wrath 
against Judah. But it exceeded its commis- 
sion, and treated with cruelty those, whom the 
Lord only designed to correct in measure. ' I 
' was wroth 1 (says he) ' with my people. I 

M 
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' have polluted mine inheritance, and given 
' them into thine hand. Thou didst shew them 
' no mercy. Upon the ancient hast thou very 
€ heavily laid thy yoke. Therefore thus saith 

* the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel. Behold ! 
€ I will punish the king of Babylon and his 
' land : for every purpose of the Lord shall" be 

* performed against Babylon, to make the land 
' of Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant. 
' Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with 
' the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell 
' therein ; and it shall be no more inhabited for 
€ ever, neither shall it be dwelt in from gene* 
4 ration to generation.' Here we see a specific 
offence charged upon the nation of Babylon, 
and the sentence of its punishment pronounced : 
and now at the end of twenty-five centuries we 
still find the sentence executed. Its own 
ruins have converted the region into a desert, 
and afford an unmolested retreat to savage 
animals of all descriptions, who are of course its 
only inhabitants. 

So again to a description of the wealth and 
magnificence of ancient Tyre whole chapters 
are deyoted in the old testament. But Tyre 
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also had offended : and it is written — ' Because 
' Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem — " Aha ! 
" She is broken. I shall be replenished, 
" now she is laid waste," — , therefore thus 
1 saith the Lord, God. Behold ! I am against 
' thee, O Tyrus ; and I will make thee like 
9 the top of a rock. Thou shalt be a place 
€ to spread nets upon. Thou shalt be built 
' no more : for I, the Lord, have spoken it.' — 
Accordingly the description, given of Tyre 
in its present state by one of our most dis- 
tinguished travellers, is that of a rock, whereon 
fishers dry their nets. 

Without going into further particulars you 
will readily recollect, my brethren, how so- 
lemnly the sacred prophets ring the knell of 
other cities, then in the zenith of their glory, 
announcing the burden of Moab, the burden 
of Edom, the burden of Ammon, countries, 
where the eye is ever and anon arrested by 
monuments of departed greatness, and in 
some of which it is now not only unsafe 
to dwell, but unsafe to travel, while the sacred 
page reveals at once the secret both of their 
ancient, and also of their present condition. 

M 2 



164 On the duty of 

In other instances the sentence is less severe, 
not extending to utter destruction. Thus it 
is said concerning Egypt — ' All the inhabi- 
' tants of Egypt shall know, that I am the 
' Lord, because they have been a staff of reed 
' to the house of Israel. Therefore thus saith 
' the Lord, God. It shall be the basest of the 

* kingdoms, neither shall it exalt itself any 
' more above the nations : for I will diminish 

* them, that they shall no more rule over the 

* nations.* 

Now the purpose, for which I have adduced 
these examples, is to shew, that God does 
deal with nations judicially, upholding them, 
when they behave uprightly, and casting them 
down, when they wilfully and generally 
transgress his commandments. The dissolution 
of ancient empires, and the history of their 
rise and fall, are not to be regarded, as naked 
facts, calculated only to impress the imagi- 
nation, but, when coupled with the plain 
declarations and prophecies of holy writ, as 
evidences of the continued intervention of that 
almighty sovereign, by whom alone kings reign, 
and princes decree justice. 
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I might produce other instances of the 
manifest judgment of God in destroying 
those, who despise or reject him, and de- 
livering his faithful servants. The destruction 
of the old world by a flood, from which 
Noah was preserved, is a fearful instance in 
point. Again the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by a deluge of fire and brimstone, 
while Lot was specially protected, leaves no 
room for cavil: for the almighty has himself 
written the history, and unfolded the causes 
of that dispensation. ' This' (says he) ' was 
4 the iniquity of Sodom. Pride, fulness of 
* bread, and abundance of idleness was in her;, 
4 and in her daughters ; neither did she 
4 strengthen the hand of the poor and needy ; 
4 and they were haughty, and committed abo- 
' mination before me. Therefore I took them 
■ away, as I saw good.' In these cases how- 
ever it may be truly alleged, that, though 
the execution was universal, the punishment 
was particular, inasmuch as it fell upon the 
very individuals, and upon none, but the 
individuals, who had offended. What I am 
now contending for is the fact of a national 



166 On the duty of 

retribution, in which not so much the cha- 
racter of individuals (for, when Judah offended, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were carried 
into captivity), as the conduct of public 
bodies is regarded. The Lord's judgment waits 
long; and he suffers successive generations 
of sinners to provoke his majesty, till at length 
the measure of their guilt is full : and then 
his long slumbering justice awakes to their 
destruction. God claims to be honored by 
the communities, which his providence has 
formed ; and, if they honor him not, he will 
cast off the generation of evil-doers, and raise 
up from the dust another people, who shall 
shew forth his praise. 

Hence it becomes important for nations oc- 
casionally, as well as for individuals, to con- 
sider their ways. The Lord has been pleased 
indeed to constitute society upon such a prin- 
ciple, that public faith and integrity have a 
natural tendency to preserve a state, while 
corrupt and ungodly habits bring with them 
the seed of decay. But over and above this 
original principle in the constitution of human 
society it pleases God often by special inter- 
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position to judge offending nations, and to shew 
by the dispensations of his power* that he 
sitteth in the congregation of princes, and is 
a judge among gods. 

Nevertheless the almighty disposer does not 
usually proceed to extermination at once. He 
commonly sends chastisements, as warnings: 
and the. use of these chastisements is not 
only to give notice of impending judgment, 
and afford time and opportunity for national 
repentance, but also to prepare individuals to 
meet his will with due humility and submis- 
sion, and profit by the correction of the Lord, 
It is in accordance with this sentiment, that 
the psalmist says in the text—' Blessed is 
' the man, whom thou chastenest, O Lord, 

* and teachest him in thy law, that thou 
' mayest give him patience in time of adversity, 
1 until the pit be digged up for the ungodly : 
€ for the-Lord will not fail his people, neither 

* will he forsake his inheritance.' 

Thus we are led, my brethren, to a two- 
fold use of this day, first to consider our state, 
as a nation, in regard both to God's dealings 
with us, and to our dealings with God, an$ 
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secondly to consider the duty, which devolves 
upon us, as individual christians, in the situa- 
tion, in which the country is now placed. 
When the ministers of the state call upon 
us to humble ourselves before God, it is in- 
cumbent upon the ministers of the gospel to 
point out the grounds, which exist, for national 
humiliation, to hold up the torch of truth be- 
fore the eyes of the people, and to shew 
them their exact position, neither exaggerating 
their faults, nor suffering them to be blind 
to their dangers: and may he, who chas- 
tens in mercy, enable us all so to use this 
day of humiliation, that it may prove a day 
of grace to ourselves and to the country 1 

Let us first consider some of the peculiar 
mercies, by which this land has long been 
distinguished ! 

The first of these mercies is the free cir- 
culation of the word of God. Many large 
portions of the world are entirely destitute 
of this privilege. In others it is subject to 
restrictions; and in all countries, to which the 
power of the Roman church extends, it is in 
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great measure a sealed book to the laity. But 
here the bible has free course ; and of late years 
the number of copies of the bible has been so 
multiplied, that no individual in the community 
need be without one : and oh, what a privilege 
is this, to have the word of the eternal God, an 
authentic revelation of his will to mankind, in 
our hands at all seasons, so, that we have no 
occasion, if we are honest in the search of truth, 
to mistake the path of duty ! 

Then in the second place we enjoy in this 
country the advantage of an established church. 
The whole empire is divided into parishes ; and 
in every parish a clergyman is stationed, who 
cannot omit, whatever else may be neglected, 
to read the word of God to his people every 
sabbath, to conduct their devotions according 
to a pure evangelical model, and thus to hold 
up the name of Christ to their veneration and 
love, as the only author of their peace and 
hope. It is true, that some parishes are in- 
conveniently large and populous, so, that the 
influence even of an active and devoted minister 
cannot well pervade them ; and enough nmy 
not have been done to meet the new arrange- 
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ments of society by a correspondent adaptation 
of our parochial divisions to the growing exi- 
gencies of the country, though indeed much has 
been lately accomplished towards correcting this 
evil by the erection of new churches- in various 
places. But even at the worst how great a 
blessing is it to have, what we all have, a 
church and public service within at least the 
occasional reach of every healthy person in the 
kingdom! We ought to be very thankful to 
God for the possession of such a privilege, the 
result of a series of measures, called into action, 
long before we were born. 

Then I will call your attention to that state 
of personal freedom, in which Britons are apt to 
glory, as their birthright, and which they may 
indeed justly reckon among the best of this life's 
blessings. No one is here born to a condition, 
which he is not at liberty to change, if he has 
the means to do so. Freedom of action, and 
even caprice of character is quite unrestrained, 
provided no encroachment be made upon the 
rights of a neighbour. This indeed propor- 
tionably increases our personal responsibility. 
But it is a distinguished Messing, and is en 
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joyed to as great a degree as is compatible 
with public order and safety. The meanest 
subject is under the protection of law; and, 
though no system of law can provide against 
individual acts of oppression, and though our 
own laws may in this or in other respects be 
susceptible of improvement, the very difficulty 
of prosecuting certain offences to conviction 
proves the jealousy of the law over the rights, 
and especially over the innocence of all its 
subjects. 

I will only advert in the last place to the 
remarkable degree of worldly prosperity, with 
which this country has been long favored. I 
know there has been much suffering in various 
classes, much depression in trade and com- 
merce, much poverty among the lower orders, 
and many privations undergone by others. But 
with all this we are not to forget, that, while 
every other country in Europe has witnessed 
within its own territories the horrors and the 
ravages of war, we have been spared from 
those miseries ; and perhaps no one, who now 
hears me, knows of them, except by repeat. 
And then with respect to the distress, which 
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has existed in the country, it is a question 
altogether of degree. There never has been 
a time, in which much distress did not exist, 
though of course it is always liable to be exag- 
gerated by extravagant expectations and the 
too common love of display, and though the 
yery prosperity of the country and its growth 
in wealth and luxury tends to make the dis- 
tress of individuals more sensibly felt. At the 
same time it must in truth and gratitude be 
admitted, that our country contains at the 
present day among its inhabitants very many 
persons of great wealth and affluence, and vast 
numbers, who live in a state of ease and com- 
petence, the result either of inheritance, of 
past gains, or of present industry, while even 
the poorest person in this island, whatever may 
be the case in Ireland, commands for his daily 
meal and daily accommodations what by any 
uncivilized people would be accounted luxuries. 
Exceptions do and will occur, sometimes from 
misfortune, more frequently from improvidence, 
dishonesty, and vice ; and we know, that the 
failure of a single crop in Ireland last year 
disclosed scenes of appalling misery. God 
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however had given to the inhabitants of this 
country the means and the disposition to 
relieve even that misery ; and on the whole 
a person, who looked round on the condition 
of the world at large and on the history of 
human society, would be guilty of great in* 
gratitude, if he did not acknowledge, that, 
notwithstanding every pressure it has had to 
encounter, the land we live in has long been,- 
mid still continues a happy, prosperous, and 
highly favored country. 

Secondly then there arises the important 
question — What return have we made, as a 
nation, for these distinguished blessings ? It is 
necessary to speak with caution, yet with 
freedom, on this subject, that we may neither 
impute the errors of individuals to the nation, 
nor attempt to deny or palliate transgressions, 
which it becomes us rather to confess and 
deplore. I will however simply inquire, what 
has been our national conduct in respect to 
each of those classes of mercies, which have 
been specified. 

First, with respect to the word of God, it 
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must be admitted, that the unexampled exer- 
tions, which have been made in this country 
during the last quarter of a century for the 
dispersion of it, afford one unequivocal token 
of value for that inestimable boon. How far 
the bible has been used in proportion to its 
abundant supply, or on the other hand, how 
far the more captivating and popular literature 
of the day has driven the holy scriptures to 
an honored niche in our libraries, from which 
they are only to be removed on solemn and 
formal occasions, is a question, well worthy 
of being put by every individual to his own 
conscience. This (I fear) is certain, that, while 
the bible has been increasingly studied in con- 
sequence of its enlarged distribution by many, 
and while the very zeal, manifested in its cir- 
culation, has in some instances had a reflex 
operation upon its promoters, leading them to 
value more highly themselves the book they 
were recommending to others, there are at the 
same time vast numbers of persons in the land, 
who are practically, and many, who are avow- 
edly infidels. With all the light of evidence, 
which encircles the sacred volume, and which 
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no intelligent and candid mind can resist, many 
refuse to believe it, while still more, who pro- 
fess to receive it, as true, neglect it, as though 
it were of little importance, and are thus in- 
fidels in disguise. There is yet another body 
of men, who even constitute a majority in the 
sister-island, the members of a church, by 
whom the scriptures, being confined to the 
priesthood, and shut up in an unknown 
tongue, would be kept, if it were possible, 
from the knowledge of the people altogether. 

Our national conduct therefore in regard to 
the word of God is of a varied character. Let 
us next reflect, what has been our behaviour 
in respect to those religious ordinances, which 
are established among us by law ! 

There is no place (it is true), where the 
public services of our church have not attracted 
a congregation on Sundays. But have the 
numbers in those congregations commonly 
borne a due proportion to the population, for 
whose use they were intended ? Do not light 
excuses prevail with very many to content 
themselves with a part of those * services, when 
they are invited to the whole ? Even among 
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those, who observe them most scrupulously, 
have not lamentable divisions arisen ? I speak 
not now of those separations from our church, 
which differences in judgment have engen- 
dered, even where neither piety, nor .charity 
has been violated. But of late among those, 
who adhere to our communion, there ha#§ 
sprung up diversities of sentiment, which have 
led to exasperation of feeling; and thus mei^ 
who hold the faith in righteousness of life* 
have neglected to cultivate the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. Surely an enemy 
hath done this ; and we are bound to inquire* 
whether a fondness for excitement in . some, 
and a desire of preeminence .in others may 
not have made many of us too much strangers 
to the meek and humble graces of the christian 
life, whether we have not unduly magnified 
particular doctrines, and omitted compara- 
tively, or laid an insufficient stress upoi} :! the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith. Accordingly in considering the, use 
we have made of the regular ordinances of the 
sanctuary, these are the points, to which our- 
attention should be directed. What fruits have; 
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resulted from the possession of these privileges ? 
Have the public morals borne testimony to the 
purity of the national faith ? Alas, my bra-- 
thren ! Let the records of our courts of justice? 
even of the highest court in the realm, answer, 
whether adultery, theft, murder, or false wite 
ness have ceased or declined amongst us I I 
fear it must be admitted, that a prematurity 
in vice has characterized our calendar of crimes 
for some time past, while the last two yeans 
have produced two offences, hitherto almost 
Unknown in the country! I mean a peculiarly 
cold-blooded description of murder, committed 
for a paltry gain, and the base malice of ther 
nightly incendiary. I might here allude to 
the numerous acts of systematic violence and: 
spoliation, which have been committed in Ire-i 
land. But I will content myself with further 
adverting to the offences against the first table 
of the law, and especially the law of the sab- 
bath. It cannot be denied, that within the 
memory of many, who now hear me, great 
encroachments have been made upon the sane-* 
tity of the sabbath. Not only among many 
of the lowest orders is it habitually neglected 

N 
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and profaned, but many persona in all classes* 
not excepting the highest, are in the habit 
of using it, as a day of convenience, for trans- 
acting business, which could not be so easily 
discharged, or enjoying pleasures, which could 
not be so readily commanded, on other days. 
In addition to this, vast numbers of newspapers, 
filled with this world's politics and this world's 
scandal, are printed, circulated, and read on 
this day ; vehicles of all sorts are put, in motion ; 
And even the very last act of parliament for 
the regulation of hackney coaches provides ia 
terms, never before introduced into the legist 
lation of England, that it shall be lawful for 
the proprietor or driver of any hackney carriage 
to stand, and ply for hire on the Lord's day, 
and that any proprietor or driver, who shall so 
stand, and ply for hire, shall be liable and 
compellable to do the like work on the Lord's* 
day as on any other day of the week. There, 
are indeed numbers, who respect and honor 
the day, as being indeed, what it is called, th% 
Lord's day, though some even of these am 
not sufficiently careful to abstain from couiH 
tenancing violations, which they disapprove 
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The state however of the country at large on 
the Lord's day, the bustle and activity, the loss 
and gain, the intemperance and profaneness, 
which are openly exhibited in the course of it, 
even in this land of bibles and churches, may 
well make us tremble at that solemn declara- 
tkxi of the lord of the sabbath — * Them, that 
'honor me, I will honor; and they, that 
'despise me, shall be lightly esteemed/ 
, In asking thirdly, what has been our national 
conduct in respect of that civil and personal 
liberty, of which every Englishman makes his 
boast, it is impossible not to advert to the in- 
consistency of a people, who are proverbially 
jealous of freedom at home, pertinaciously 
enforcing . slavery abroad. The country has 
indeed put an end to that iniquitous trade in 
slaves, which was incapable of all defence; 
and the government of the country have re- 
cently passed some regulations in regard to the 
colonies under their immediate control, which 
greatly improve the condition of the unfortu- 
nate descendants of those persons, who were 
forcibly transported from their native land. 
Nor can I say, that slavery in any shape or 

N 2 
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under any circumstances is prohibited by any 
divine law, inasmuch as a certain form of it 
was even sanctioned by the laws of Moses, 
and the existence of it in the days of our sa- 
viour called forth no stronger remark upon it 
from his apostles than this — € Art thou called 
'to Christianity, being a slave? Care not for 
' it ! But, if thou mayest be made free., use 
' it rather 1 ' But I do say, that slavery, as it 
exists in the west Indies, is at variance with 
the christian law — ' Whatsoever ye would* that 
' men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
' them ! ' And I say further, without alluding 
to any cases of inhumanity, cruelty, or oppres- 
sion, which grow out of the system, and, so 
long as the system is unaltered, cannot but 
continue to result from it, that the existence 
of any body of men without rights, or, what 
is the same thing, with rights, which they have 
no legal means of asserting and vindicating^ 
is a disgrace to the country, that rules them. 
Under such circumstances the very gracious*, 
ness of God becomes a reasonable ground 
of alarm to us, when we hear him say in be* 
half of every individual, who pleads in vain to 
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man for redress — ' It shall come to pass, when 
'he crieth unto me, that I will hear: for I 
' am ^gracious.' In other respects I will only 
leavfe it with every one's conscience to deter- 
mine, how far he has borne in mind, and carried 
into practice in his ordinary behaviour the 
apostle's maxim — * He, that is called, being 
"free, is Christ's servant.* 
' I now pass on to the last division of national 
i&ercies, which have been mentioned, namely 
the degree of peace and prosperity, and the 
exemption from severe sufferings, such as God 
often sends upon nations, which, as a people, 
we have long enjoyed. Indeed the long con- 
tinuance of prosperity has had its too common 
effect of rendering us insensible to our bless- 
ings, insomuch, that in our eagerness to remedy 
subordinate grievances we have been forward 
to put in jeopardy the inheritance of our 
fathers. ; I am not of course to be understood, 
aS'discussing here any political measures either 
iff- progress or in contemplation. I only ask, 
whether a sinful discontent at institutions, 
which with all their blemishes secure to every 
subject a greater measure of rational liberty 
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and more substantial rights than our ancestors 
even contemplated, has not mingled itself with 
our aspirations after a higher theoretical per- 
fection, whether in contending for our rights 
we have not forgotten to humble ourselves for 
our sins, and whether the result be not, that 
we have become, or are becoming a nation 
of legislators, seeking our happiness from our 
own skill and wisdom, rather than a nation 
of christians, who acknowledge the hand of 
Providence in all our blessings and trials. 

If these things be so, if they be so in any 
measure, if in a land of bibles there is a grow- 
ing spirit of scepticism and unbelief, if with 
our abundant ecclesiastical provision there be 
an increasing neglect of the sabbath, if amidst 
our zeal for liberty we refuse to undo the heavy 
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke, if instead of being thankful 
for our exemptions and positive blessings we 
have become, to use the too apposite language 
of saint Peter, presumptuous, self-willed, not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities, is it not to 
be apprehended, my brethren, that the Lord 
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will visit for these things ? Do not the exam- 
ples of former times call upon us to beware 
of his judgments ? There is indeed a large, 
#nd (I trust) an increasing number, who have 
not partaken in these errors, but have faith- 
fully protested against them ; and for their 
sakes perhaps the longsuffering of God has 
waited for us so long. But if in these parti- 
culars, and others, which have been mentioned, 
the prevailing national character has deterio- 
rated instead of improving, if in short, to sum 
up all in one word, God has been more left 
out of the account in our national councils, 
plans, and proceedings than in times, that are 
past, is it not reasonable to expect, that God 
will make himself remembered according to the 
usual methods of his providence by humbling 
those, by whom he has been forgotten? I 
know, how wary we ought to be in implicating 
the name of God with passing occurrences. 
But there is a time to speak as well as a time 
to keep silence ; and, when the nation is called 
upon by its sovereign to humble itself under 
the mighty hand of God, it appears to me, 
that the ministers of Christ would fail in their 
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duty, if they did not . endeavor according to 
the grace, given .unto them, to reveal the arm 
of the Lord in the great events, which are taking 
place around us, as well as, in his name, and 
as his. ambassadors, to shew his people their 
transgressions, and the house, which is called 
by his name, their sins. 

Look around then, my brethren, and think, 
if the hand of God is not rightly to be traced 
in the present circumstances of this church and 
nation ! . When the greater part of one of our 
large towns has been recently burnt down in 
a popular commotion, when vast multitudes 
in the sister- island are at the present time 
armed against the law, when from the natural 
effect of great and sudden changes every insti- 
tution in the land, ecclesiastical and civil, is 
in peril of subversion, when amidst these do- 
mestic dangers one of our colonies has been 
wasted by a hurricane, and another by an insur- 
rection, are we to say, that the hand of the Lord 
is .not in all this ? Surely, if the Lord be not in 
the wind, if he be not in the convulsion, if hq 
be not in the fire, he ought to be heard in the 
still small voice, in which he speaks to t u$* 
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after these terrors have subsided. And what 
is that voice? It is the voice of -Conscience, 
admonishing us of our own provocations and 
of our consequent dangers, a voice, which the 
prophet, Amos, has interpreted for us, where 
he asks these instructive questions. — * Shall 
' a trumpet be blown in the city, and the 
'people not be afraid? Shall there be evil in 
i- a city, and the Lord hath not done it ? The 
Mion hath roared. Who will not fear? The 
1 Lord, God, hath -spoken. Who can but 
■ prophesy?' Nevertheless, if in all these occur- 
ences, however fearful, we could venture to 
say — '-It is not his hand, that smote us. 
'•■It was a chance, that happened to us/ — 
what shall we say .to the advance of that 
pestilential disease, which has marched from 
the extremity of Asia, and crossed the con- 
tinent of Europe, till it has settled in- this 
island, and, though its ravages have been 
hitherto restrained, is even now mowing down 
numbers in the midst of us ? Men are apt 
however unreasonably, to deny the providence 
of God, when they can trace an effect to its 
proximate cause. But who can tell you the; 
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proximate cause of the spasmodic cholera ? 
Who can trace the secret of its mysterious 
progress from land to land, and explain its exit, 
or its entrance? In defiance of all medical 
theory, and in defiance of the best medical 
treatment, it holds on its unseen way, and 
maintains almost every where something like 
the same uniform proportion between the num- 
bers, that are attacked, and the numbers, that 
die ; while yet, like other dispensations of Pro- 
vidence, it acts in subservience to the purposes 
of his moral government by falling with pecu- 
liar severity on those, who despise his laws, 
and abandon themselves to any kind of for- 
bidden excess. The almighty seems for the 
present to hold the scourge in his haad, and 
to keep it suspended over the nation, if haply 
they will repent, and amend, and do their 
first works. He seems, as it were, to say by 
his providence, as he once said by his prophet 
— •' It is in my desire, that I should chastise 
' them. 9 As it is written in the first verse 
of this psalm, the Lord, God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, in these manifestations of his 
presence shews himself. By touching, as.it 
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were, in various parte the springs of social 
order, he shews us, who it is, that holds society 
together, and says to us, as it is written in the 
eighth verse — >' Take heed, ye unwise among the 
* people ! O ye fools, when will ye understand ? ' 

How then are we to make a right use, my 
brethren, of this apparent crisis in our destiny ? 
How are we to listen to his voice, speaking to 
us in his judgments, and in his threatenings ? 
> First let us acknowledge, that it is his voice, 
that speaks to us ! We have been too prone to 
leave his agency out of the account in all our 
plans and calculations, to take to ourselves the 
credit of all our exemptions, and to rely on our 
own skill and policy, -to extricate us from all 
our dangers. Now however there are few (I 
imagine), who will venture to say, that they see 
their way clear through our national difficulties. 
He has discovered to us, how little the wisest 
of men can do towards recasting the elements 
of society, or even keeping its conflicting mate- 
rials in order, unless the blessing of the Lord 
prosper the attempt, Except the Lord build 
the house, their labour is but lost, that build it. 
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Except the Lord keep thecity> the watchman 
waketh but in vain.. Let us learn this lesson 
from all, that is now going forward around u&! 
Let us hear his voice, when he says to ufih~' I 
'will reprove thee, aad set before thee the 

* things, that thou hast done. Oh, consider 
'this, ye, that forget God, lest I pluck you 
' away, and there be none to deliver you!' 
This, may be considered, as what he now says 
to us, as a nation. As a church, he may be 
thought to say to ufc farther^' Remember, 

* from whence thou, art fallen, and repent, and 
'do the first works!, or else I will come unto 
' thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
'■ out of his place, except . thou repent. ' ■ . - • r • . * 

.This, therefore, may be regarded, as an in- 
terval of grace. . Nineveh had such an interval 
afforded her ; and, making use of it rightly, she 
was spared. Sp doubtless, if the nation shall 
return to the Lord - according to the intention 
of this, day in humility of confession and sin- 
cerity pf repentance, he will hear our prayers; 
for he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men. But, if it should be gene*' 
r$lly neglected, still more, if it should be 
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profaned, let us hear what the Lord himself 
said on a similar :, occasion by his prophet, 
Isaiah! ' In that day did the Lord, God of 
' hosts, call < to weeping and to mourning and 
' to baldness and to girding with sackcloth : and 
€ , behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and 
' killing sheep 1 " Let us eat, and drink ! For to- 
-morrow we shall die.'' And it was revealed 
'in mine years by the Lord of hosts— " Surely 
'4this iniquity shall not be purged from you, 
"till ye die" — saith the Lord, God of hosts.' 
c In .what way then ought we to conduct 
ourselves with a view to make the best advan- 
tage of so profitable an opportunity? Our 
gracious sovereign in appointing this public day 
of fasting and humiliation declares his purpose 
to be, that both he and his people may hum*' 
ble themselves before almighty God in order 
to obtain pardon of their sins, and in the 
most devout -and solemn manner *send up their 1 
prayers and supplications to the divine ma^' 
jesty for averting those heavy judgm^ntey- 
which their manifold provocations have most* 
justly deserved. The first thing to be desired" 
therefore is, that the people should unite with : 
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their king in this act of national humiliation, 
that they should consider their ways, confess 
their sins, mourn for their past deviations from 
the holy law of their maker, and make tins 
day a day of prayer for themselves, and 
of intercession for their distracted country, 
beseeching him, that he will graciously deliver 
us not only from that alarming disease, which 
threatens the land, but also from those other 
dangers and evils of various kinds, which 
disturb its peace, and threaten its subversion, 
that he will especially preserve, purify, and 
strengthen our protestant church, and renew 
in all our hearts those heavenly graces, which 
alone can fit us for his service. 

But, as no prayer can be heard and an- 
swered, which is not accompanied with re- 
formation, it is to be desired, that, as a 
nation, we will resolve from henceforth to pay 
more honour to the word of God, and to the 
ordinances of his church, to his sabbath, his 
sacraments, and to the propagation of his 
holy gospel, that we .will endeavor to extend 
the common privileges of Britons, of freemen, 
and of christians, to all, who are subject to 
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our ; laws, arid in short, that we will hold all 
our property, and all our blessings, as trustees 
for the God, who gave, them, to be used to 
his honour, and applied only to the purposes, 
for which they were bestowed; and I pray 
God to bestow upon my fellow*countrymen 
generally the grace to act on this day accord* 
rag to the spirit of its design and object, that 
so he may. see our works, that we turn from 
oar evil ways, and that he may turn aside 
from us those various and complicated evils* 
with which we are threatened. 

But besides this national humiliation it be- 
comes every individual among us to bear his 
own part in the general confession, according 
to the tenour of that prayer of Solomon— 
' If there be dearth in the land, if there be 
' pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, 
€ whatsoever sore, or whatsoever sickness there 
'■■be, then what prayer or what supplication 
' soever shall be made of any man, or of all 
' thy people, when every one shall know his 
' own sore and his own grief, and shall spread 
' forth his hands in this house, then hear thou 
c from Heaven, thy dwelling-place, and forgive, 
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* and render unto wery than aetording- unto all 
1 i his ways, whose heart thou knowest, (for thou 
£ only knowest the hearts of the children of men); 

* that they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways i* 

My brethren, let me just say a word to 
youy before we part, on the method, by which 
you may each of you for yourselves turti the 
mourning of this day into a blessing ! What- 
ever may be either now or hereafter the chas- 
tisement, which the divine justice may bring 
upon the nation, you must all expect to beat* 
your part in it. When the Lord sends any 
of his sore judgments upon a land, whether 
the sword, or the famine, or the pestilence^ 
he does not bid it make exceptions in its- 
progress. Even his own prophets shared in 
the captivity of his people: and, when Baruch 
fainted in his sighing at the Lord's chastise- 
ment, the Lord said to him — ' Behold ! *That, 
'which I have built, will I break down; 
'and that, which I have planted, • I will 
' pluck up, even this whole land : and seekest 
' thou great things for thyself ? Seek them 

* not ! For behold ! — " I will bring evil upon 
"all flesh"— saith the Lord.' 



national humUiation. 193 

But, although you must not expect to escape 
in those judgments, which the Lord may see 
fit to bring upon us, there is a way, in which 
you may convert them into blessings: for*— 
' Blessed' — says the prophet, David, in; the 
text— 'blessed is the man, whom thou chas? 
* tenest, O Lord, and teachest him in thy law* 
' that thou mayest give him patience in time 
' of adversity.' If, by the divine chastening, 
any soul of man be experimentally instructed 
in the divine law, blessed is that soul. Our 
gracious master himself learned obedience from 
the things, which he suffered ; and blessed ia 
that disciple of our divine master, who shaU 
learn patience from the chastening of the Lord : 
for ye have need of patience, that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might inherit 
the promise. In the abundance of ease and: 
earthly comfort we think far too little of that 
need. Thankful therefore may we be even 
for adversity, if the Lord give us patience, to 
meet it. In the midst of affliction, privation, 
and distress, the Lord prepares a people for 
himself, and gives them time for repentance 
and advancement in every godly grace,, until 

o 
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the pit be digged up for the final destruction 
of the ungodly : for although ; the visitation? 
of the divine providence may seem indiscri- 
minate, the accompanying visitations, of his 
grace will make a. distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked; for th$ Lord will 
not fail his people, neither will he forsajte 
his inheritance, but in the midst of sur- 
rounding calamity will watch over them fpr 
good, will train them for himself, and mal^e 
every dispensation of his providence conducive 
to the exercise, improvement, and maturity 
of those graces, which his holy spirit has 
implanted within them. 

Let me then urge you, my brethren, in- 
dividually and separately to consider each your 
own ways, and to examine by the light of 
God's word, how far your own actions or 
omissions have contributed to swell the amount 
of the national offences ! On occasions, like 
this, besides the public act of humiliation, in 
which we have now been engaged, we should 
mourn, every family apart, and every member 
of each family apart, for our own share in the 
provocations, with which we have provoked 
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the Lord, God, to anger ; and> when we haM 
thus been led to reflect with unfeigned sorrow 
and penitence on our own personal transgrefe^ 
sions, we should consider, not only, how we 
iftay best avoid them and the occasions of 
them in future, but still more especially, how 
we may henceforth pay greater honour to tb* 
word, the ordinances, and the sacraments of 
our gracious redeemer ; and also in our daily 
Walk and conversation how we may learn to 
use the liberty and the property, which he 
has given us, as stewards of that, for which 
we must give account, that so we may be 
preserved through his grace from following * 
multitude to do evil, and may rather with all 
simplicity and devotedness of heart serve the 
Lord, Christ. Above ail let us remember with 
humility and gratitude, what he has done ft* 
us, and how necesisary his continued interceB^ 
sion, government, and grace are to our making 
a right use of his inestimable benefits ! In this 
way, if our meditations on the past and cm the 
future, on our country and on ourselves, ~on 
our hopes and on our dangers, on our duties 
and on our blessings should lead us to pray 

o 2 
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in earnest for ourselves, ibr our country* for 
the church of Christ, and for the world, we 
shall not have afflicted our souls in vain. 

Lastly, as it has pleased God at all times 
to couple with those days of fasting and peni- 
tence, to which he has occasionally called his 
people, acts of liberality to the poor, it has 
been thought right to furnish you with an 
occasion for the exercise of this grace, also. 
Plates will be held at the doors ; and whatever 
your hearts may incline you to put into them, 
will be . added . to the funds of that valuable 
institution, the benevolent society of this place, 
which much needs your aid, and deserves it. 
It will thus be sure of being applied in the 
simplest, most (economical, most impartial, and 
most efficient way to the relief of real distress 
among your immediate neighbours. Far be.it 
from all of us to entertain the notion, that by 
aqiy poor or even costly sacrifices of this kind 
jyp can make any atonement for past sins or 
purchase to ourselves any relaxation of that 
duty, which we owe to God! The blood of 
Qhrist is the only atonement for>sin.; and bis 
finished, solvation is the only way, through 
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which we can come to the father; But in 
following his direction, while we rely on his 
merit and guidance, we are walking in that way : 
and therefore I will conclude what I have now 
to say to you by reading again to you in thte 
infallible language of scripture, as given in thfe 
first lesson of this morning, the Lord's own 
description of such a fast as he has chosen. 

'Is not this/ (says the Lord there by his 
? prophet) the fast, that I have ehosen, to 
' loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
' heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go 
"free, and that ye break evely yoke? Is it 
' not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
4 thou bring the poor, that are cast out, to th^ 
f house, when thou seest the naked, that thou 

* cover him, and that thou hide not thyself 
f. from thine own flesh ? Then fchall thy ligift 

* break forth, as the morning, and thine health 

* shall spring forth speedily ; and thy righte- 
f ousness shall go before thee ; the glory of thifc 
' Lord shall be thy rearward. Then shalt thoti 
' call ; and the Lord shall answer. Thou shalt 
' cry; and he shall say — " Here I am." it 

* thou take away from the midst of thee tb)6 
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4 yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and 

* speaking vanity, and if thou draw out thy 
' soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted 
€ soul, then shall thy light rise in obscurity, 
' and thy darkness be, as the noon-day ; and 

* the Lord shall guide thee continually, and 
' satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat 

* thy bones ; and thou shalt be like a watered 
' garden, and like a spring of water, whose 
4 waters fail not ; and they, that shall be of 

* thee, shall build the old waste places. Thou 
' shalt raise up the foundations of many 
' generations ; and thou shalt be called the 
' repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths 
' to dwell in/ 

May it please the Lord to make you all his 
people, and to number you among that chosen 
inheritance, whom he has promised never to 
fail or forsake! 



THE END 



I~ B. SEELEY AND SONS, WESTON GREEN, SURREY. 



tta' 



J 



